I HAVE THE RIGHT TO 
Ze E EVERYTHING AWAY 
HER CONFIDEN ROM SHIHO-CHAN. 


AND HER FRIEND: 


AFTER ALL, SHE 
TOOK AWAY THE 
MOST (MPORTANT 
THING IN MY LIFE. 


TOMODACHI GAME 


slate 
ubReallufareystupidaHuhZ©, 


/ WE i 
ANEAYET:. 

| WHYBO YOU 
ALWAYS GET 


INN WAY. 


TWEN BLL 
GREW) YOU 
Wirt ALL MY 


NO, OF 

COURSE } 
NOT! V0 | ae 
NER 70 ane 


15 1T 


You'VE 
KILLED | 
SOMEONE? 


THAT’S 
OBVIOUSLY 
A LIE! 


(KNBOF 
"PLANS 4 


laa 
| 


THERE‘S. ONE 
BIG PROBLEM 


HERES 


IF SOMEONE 
18 BUSTED FOR 
LYING, THEY/LL BE 
FORCED TO TAKE 
FIRST PLACE...! 
IS THIS PART OF 
HIS STRATEGY? 


IF THE 
BACKBITING 
ENTRY AGAINST 
SHIBE TURNS 
OUT TO BEA 
"LIE" AS WE 
EXPECTED, 
YUICHI, WHO 
WROTE THAT 
ENTRY WILL 
RECEIVE 
"DIVINE 
PLINIGHMENT. ” 


IF WE 
CATCH 
You RED— 
HANDED, 
yYou’Lt 
RECEIVE 
my DIVINE PUN— 
ISHMENT. 


| MANABU- 

| SENSE 

| TUAT ENTRY 
(S A UIE!! 


YOu 
SHOULD 
/ : PUNISH 

Wi - 7 THE PERSON | 

AT. THIS POINT, [ 
PA ig rHEDVINE 
PUNISHMENT FALLS 

ON{YUICHI, WELL 
FOR SURE 


\ 


IGHE’S THE ONE 
WHO WROTE IT... 


WELL, \ 

| WHY \ 

| DON’T ‘ 

| you pS 
PROVE IT 

To us, \ 

THEN? | 


SHOW US 
THAT IT’S 
TRULY A 
“LIE” 


CASE, YOU 
CAN GO 
AHEAD AND 
SEARCH FOR 
MY CRIMINAL 
\ RECORD! 


(N THAT \ 


P-PROVE 
J (0.2 DIDN'T 
‘ 1 JUST TEW 
| YOU THAT 

| 


1 DIDN'T 
DO (T? 


EVERYONE 
WOULD SAY 
THAT. ARE 
You STUPID 
OR WHAT? 


\ 


| 
WELL, WHEN 
| iy WH-! iT 26. 
| Doyou believe IN TROUBLE, WH-WHAT Dla ae 
Anat LET'S ASK SHOULD I POSSIBILITY 
IF MORE Shibsts words? tHe “eons” | | Do, THEN? | THAT You ASKED 
THAN HALF | p— 1 FOR HELP! | YouR DADDY To 
OF THEM [ | COVER UP YOUR 
| BELIEVE You,) | Vag | No | CRIME, RIGHT? 
THEN WE'LL | | | 
BELIEVE You i 
AS WELL. {____ $ 
| WE'LL LET ~) IF you 
| THEM VOTE ia DON’T HAVE 
Ae (\ tae nent S| & CRIMINAL 
pene ) CORD, 
c ( i v aiearent 
. WE SEARCH 
FoR IT2 


ANYTIME 
| TM IN 
TROUBLE, 
MY FATHER 
DOES 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT 
IT! 


O-OKAY. | | 
I DIDN'T } TELL 
VA DoT! | | THEM THAT 
\ @) I HAVE NO TRusT | You'RE 
\) REASON ME, MY | | INNOCENT 
“TO KILL GODS! | | AND BEG 
Pe ANYONE! FOR THEIR 
IVE % MERCY 
{ | NEVER N Now. 
\ EVEN 
. BEEN IN , 
TROUBLE , _/ 
MY WHOLE £ S~ 


LIFE... 


eg) 
spon one 
Te WITH 
THAT, 
quiste® | wit mote 
| FIVE stePs 
ana) nea, 
Sion t 
er a 


PLACE 
Now! 


IN OTHER IF IM NOT 
WORDS, MISTAKEN, 
IF THEY MANABU 

CAN'T ae SAID THAT 

SEARCH r is, 


ju 


= = 


ysss® 


WELL, 


TOO 


yas 


OKAY, 
SHIBE. 
THERE'S NO 
way YOU 
COULD KILL 
SOMEONE. 


YUICHI 


T BELIEVE 
IN YOU. 


UNFORTUNATELY, 
THERE'S ONE 


THING I’VE LEARNED 
FROM THIS BACK- 
BITING ENTRY. 


THEYRE 
TRYING TO 
BREAK OUR 
RELATION- 

SHIP ON 
| PURPOSE... 


ond SS 


AND 
1 KNOW 
WHO THAT | 
PERSON 
(8. 


WHEN 


A-AREN’T YOU T HEARD THAT 
THE ONE WHO COMPLETELY 
howe ON TOP OF SUBMITTED, MALICIOUS 
CHATTER | THat, THAT THAT ENTRY 42) ENTRY AGAINST 
4+ PERSON |S SHIBE, I KNEW 
7 THE ONE THAT THERE WAS 


A “TRAITOR” 
HERE. 


WHO’S BEEN 
SUBMITTING 
ALL THE 
RADICAL 
ENTRIES. 


4WAs TO 
‘SHOW US 
THAT THERE |S 
A “TRAITOR” 
HERE. , 


SO GUYS, 
CAN WE STOP 
QUARELLING 
FOR ONCE? 


™ EVERYTHING 

| WAS THAT 
7 PERSON'S 
FAULT, YOU 
KNOW? 


IE{BO,3THERE’S, 
NOTHING, TOBE; 
AFRAID, 


BUTgIF, 


THATSATHE(CASE, 
WAS!t HEELUEGING, 
NH SAIDITH 


I HAVE TO BE 


DID I MAKE A 


PRUDENT HERE. 


MISTAKE? DID I 
DO ANYTHING TO 
REVEAL MYSELF? 


BUT... WAIT A 


HE’S NOT 


SHIGE. 


4 


SHOULD 
I STOP 
HIM...2 
NO, IF I 
DO THAT, 
THEYLL 
DEFINITELY 
SUSPECT 
ME. 


SHIBE! 
THAT 
IDIOT SAID 
SOMETHING 
WITHOUT 
THINKING 
AGAIN... 


WELL, 
WHO'S THE 
“TRAITOR,” 

THEN? 


SEC! THIS:IS 
_ YUICHI WERE 
TALKING ABOUT. 


STUPID LIKE 


I CAN'T 
TELL YOU 
JUST YET. 


MISTAKE. 


TO BE 
MORE 
PRECISE, 


1 DON'T 
NEED To 
TEW YOU 
i ABOUT (T 
| ANYMORE. -—~ 


IS}THERE, 


BucHya 
THING?! 


THIS GAME 
\$ NOT FAIR 
AT ALL. 


THE TRUTH 
|S, SOME- 
THING‘S BEEN 
BOTHERING 
ME SINCE 
WE STARTED 
TO PLAY THIS 
“BACKBITING 
SUGOROKU" 

GANE. 


~ SBORING” 


—_ IN THE 
ee BEGINNING, 
CLEARING isch tea 
THE OME OUR FRIENDS 
ISZONEY. AND MOVE 
Pitre we TOGETHER, 
LION BUT IN JUST 
veh _\| TWO SQUARES, 
alin tte our DEBT HAD 
FAIR (INCREASED 
BY THREE 
MILLION 
YEN 


To 
WATCH. 


& | compaReD 


TO THE FIRST 
GAME, THIS 
“BACKBITING 
SUGOROKU" 
GAME IS 
EXTREMELY 
UNFAIR. 


BECAUSE 
NO MATTER 
HOW “MUCH 

We BELIEVE IN 

OUR FRIENDS, 

WE'RE GOING 

TOLOSE JPN 
ANYWAY. Ef A 


OBVIOUSLY, 
THE GAME 
MASTER IS 
THE CREDITOR, 
AND WE'RE THE 
DEBTORS. WE 
HAVE NO CHOICE 
BUT TO ACCEPT 
ALITTLE 
UNFAIRNESS. 


HOWEVER, 
4 | THE PRosLem 
‘ IS THAT 
g4 EXTREMELY 
UNFAIR 
GAMES. 


EVEN 


SPORTS AND IT SEEMS 
GAMBLING ARE THAT THERE |S 
NOT FUN UNLESS: | AN AUDIENCE 
THERE'S FAIRNESS WATCHING THE 
TO SOME “TOMODACHI 
DEGREE. a GAME.” 


GAMES ARE THIS GAME IS A 


INTERESTING BUSINESS, SO 

BECAUSE WE IT'S THEIR JOB 
DON’T KNOW TERT 

ONT ENO TO ENTERTAIN 
THE AUDIENC! 

RESULTS eater 


WILL BE. 


THERE 


SHOULD BE A 

MINIMUM OF | SING 

FAIRNESS IN WE HAVE AN 
ORDER TO. AUDIENCE 
ENTERTAIN a 0 


THEM 


AND 


THIS Bons 


THOUGHT 


Do You { , SPECU- : 
REMEMBER / \ 7 LATION SCARE, 
WHAT . | BECAME A i 


up WITH A 
SPECULA- 
TION... 


HAPPENED IN : CONVICTION | 
THE SIXTH ry ATONE | 
ROUND? D POINT. 


MANABU SAID 
THAT APART 
FROM THE 
BACKBITING 
ELEMENT, THE 
REST OF THE 
GAME WAS LIKE 
ResliLae THE “REGULAR 
SUGOROKU, SUGOROKU.” 
IF THERE'S 
A MINUS: 
SQUARE, 
THERE 
WILL ALSO 
BE APLUS 
SQUARE, 


AT THAT TIME, 
THERE WERE 
SQUARES WHERE 
THE DEBT WAS 
REDUCED FOR 

THE FIRST TIME, 


\F THERE WAS. 

FAIRNESS TO I ALMOST 
HIS GAME it = migeeD 
eWOuD, T DUE TO 

ALL, IT WOLLD att Oe 

Pam? DURING THE 
SPECIAL 
CHANCE, 


THIS 


“BACKBITING 
. SUGOROKIU” 
WAS DESIGNED 
5 | SO THAT IF YOU 
) | BELIEVE IN YOUR 
AND _! | FRIENDS FROM 
PROCEED BY : 7 H ie BEGINING 
ONE SQUARE ' Ne 
AT A TIME, | 
THE DEBT WILL | 
EVENTUALLY 
BECOME 
ZERO. 


CORRECT..Y 


-a ASHE 
..THE 


TOTAL 
BALANCE 
OFALL = @ 
SQUARES | 
INTHIS 85) 
GAMEIS —)\ 


ZERO. 


SECOND HALF, 


HOWEVER, WE 
ALSO PUT A 
HUGE CHUNK OF 
PLUS Si 
N THE SECOND 
HALF IN ORDER 
TO MAKE FUN 
OF THOSE WHO 
STUMBLE IN THE 


FIRST HALF. 


THE 
“BACKBITING 
SUGOROKU" 
HAS ALOT 
OF MINUSES 
IN THE FIRST 
HALF OF THE 
SQUARES. 


IN ORDER TO 
MISLEAD THOSE 
WHO MOVE 
TOGETHER. 


FIRST HALF, 
I 
\ ) 7 
\ wat 
| | IT’S TOO eate : 
NOT TO | i LATE FOR Hea 
| WE TOL 
MENTION | HIM TO FIGURE eTOe. 
THAT | THAT OUT NOW. FROM 
THERE’S A | ONCE THEY'VE THE BE- 
TRAITOR | | STOPPED MOVING GINNING. 
AMONG TOGETHER, IT/LL 
THEM. BE IMPOSSIBLE 


FOR THEM TO 


THATS. 


TRIGHTIEVEN 


WELL, 
YOU MAY BE 
RIGHT, BUT... 


STILL BEA BIG. 
"DIFFERENCE. 


THE ONLY 
THING I 
UNDERSTAND 
5 IS THAT OLR 
THE LEAL DEBT WON'T 
Wich ary eet 
—— EVEN IF WE 
PROCEED 


THE MOST 


“Q ANNOYING 
“PART OF THIS 
GAME |S THE 
FACT THAT 
THAT'S WE DON’T 
wry THE © KNOW WHO 
TRAITOR WRITES 
CAN DO WHAT. 
AS THEY 


PLEASE. 


EVERYONE, 
LISTEN 


HUH? IF 


WE DO THAT, 
THINGS ARE TO ME. 
JUST GOING TO FROM NOW 
GET WORSE, ON, EXCEPT 
RIGHT? FOR THE ONE 
IN THE LEAD, 
WE'LL ALL 
SUBMIT A 
~ BACKBITING 
N ENTRY. 
WE'LL 


BE FINE. 


WE'RE 
GOING To 
WRITE A 
BACKBITING 
ENTRY 
AGAINST 
ouR- 
SELVES. 


yuienlis. | Fi 


LET’S SAY THAT 


LTHIS 1S H 
THE ONLY | Pl mp 2 entry | AT WILL FROM THE NEXT 
gainst him): - ROUND ONWARD, 
SDDN a HAPPEN WE CONTINUE 
SUBMIT AN THE GAME WITH 
A PROMISE THAT 
i ‘ag mp 5c, EXcerT ron 
7 THE ONE IN THE 
LEAD, WE'LL 
ALL SUBMIT A 
BACKBITING 
Basenty, ENTRY AGAINST 
agalnst her OURSELVES... 
4 * No entry 
Px ‘against him 
Has entry 
against him 
FOR 
EVERYONE EXAMPLE IF 
WILL KNOW ———— THE “TRAITOR” 
THAT YUICHI — BREAKS THE 
1 THE y PROMISE AND 
TRAITOR fe WRITES AN ENTRY 
THEN. AGAINST SHIBE, 
WHO |S IN THE 
- LEAD. 


IN OTHER 


WORDS, IF 
WE PROCEED 
WITH THE 
GAME LINDER 
AND THE THIS PROMISE, 
| TRAITOR IT WILL PRETTY 
WON’T BE MUCH BE THE 
ABLE TO SAME AS 
| BETRAY US r \ "SIGNED 


| ANYMORE! a BALLOTS”... 


y ' 


WITH THIS 
METHOD, THE 
ONE IN THE 
LEAD WILL 
ONLY MOVE 
ONE SQUARE 
AT A TIME. 


_THERE’S A - 
POSSIBILITY > 
THAT EVERY- 
ONE WILL BE 
IN THE SAME iT MAY 
SQUARE BE ALITTLE 
AGAIN. EMBARRASS- 
ING, BUT IF 
WE REVEAL 
OUR SECRETS 
ACCORDING 
TO OUR 
RANKING... 


BECAUSE 
THEY 
WON'T BE 
ABLE TO 
BETRAY US 
ANYMORE, 
ANYWAY. 


YEAH. TO BE 
FAIR, THIS IS 
NOT A PERFECT 
STRATEGY. 


T SEE. 
THAT'S WHY 
YOU DIDN'T 
REVEAL THE 

TRAITOR 


Ry 


HOWEVER— 


AND THERE IS 
NO GUARANTEE 
THAT THE DEBT 

WILL BE ZERO 
EVEN IF THERE 
ARE MANY PLUS 
| SQUARES IN THE 
SECOND HALF. 


WE may 
NOT BE ABLE 
TO REACH 
THE GOAL 
TOGETHER... 


| WITH TH 


WE DON 


| HAVE TO 
| HURT EACH | 
| OTHER 


AGAIN. 


AT LEAST 


| METHOD, 


IS 


wT 


/ 
/ 

yf; 

a 


/ 


WON’T 
YOu BE 


FRUSTRATED 
IF WE LOSE 


OUR FRIEND- 


SHIP OVER 


THIS? 


—) 


BESIDES, 
EVERYTHING 
THAT HAPPENED 
| TO us WAS THE 
TRAITOR’S 
FAULT. 


ALOT OF 
THINGS HAVE 
HAPPENED, 
BLT CAN WE 
TRY TO WORK 
TOGETHER 
ONCE AGAIN? 


I DON'T 
THINK 
YOU'LL GET 
ANY MORE 
DEBT. 


HOWEVER, THE FACT” 
THAT HE’S PROVOKING 
ME MEANS THAT HE 
=ZMUST BE DESPERATE 
HIMSELE 


HAS HE NOT 
IWENTIFIED THE 
TRAITOR, AFTER 

ALL...2 


| 
} 


2 YOULL 
BE IN 
TROUBLE 
IF WE DO 
THIS? 


TENJI 
WHY? 
EVERYONE 
ELSE HAS. 
AGREED 
TOI. 


IT3 DEFINITELY, 
RISKY !BLITgIM 
pNoneoINeyro= 
BACK OFF HERE. 


IT'S EASY 
FOR ME TO 
Just say 
IT, BLT IS 
IT REALLY 
OKAY...7 


\F DO 
THAT, WE'LL 
NEVER BE 
ABLE TO 
MEND OUR 
FRIENDSHIPS! 


HE’S, 


OBVIOUSLY 
"SHAKING Wy 


JWE'RE.IN,THE, 
SECOND HALE, 


OF {THISTGAMES, 


ALREADY. IT/D BE 
TROUBLESOME. 


IF YUICHI. TOOK: 


YUICHI, 
| Do YoU 
REALLY | 
| KNOW 
| WHO THE 
\ TRAITOR 
\ 1..2 


0-OF 
COURSE. 


Z 72 


— THAT WAY, 
ae ~~ =| WE CAN FOCUS 
— oe rs 
AN F AS 
T © | __ te Trattor, Force 
wer THEM TO BE IN THE 
de — VED, AND FINISH 


J THE GAME. 


\ \ j 
{ | B-BUIT... 

YOU'RE | \ : A ~4 / DON’T YOU 

Too Zp FEEL SORRY 
FOR THEM...2 
THEY MAY BE 

A TRAITOR, 

BUT... 


NAIVE!! | Y 
eC ~ 


WE'RE IN 
THE SECOND I/VE BEEN SO 
Bin atl a PISSED WITH 
GAME ALRE, 
IF YOUR PLAN THE WHOLE 
DOESN'T GO THING. I DON’T 
you WELL AFTER THINK T CAN 
HAVE TO WE SACRIFICE TRUST ANYONE 
TELL us ONE ROUND... "ANYMORE. 
SON 
NOT EVEN } 
YOU, YUICHI! 


MOREOVER, 


y ie LY iF you aust 
AWW ; SAY THE 
NEVER =| ff Nf tpatton’s 

LISTEN To J Name witu- 
OUT ANY 


y EVIDENCE... 


FINE, I | 
By DON’T 
MIND. | 

[x srue \ 
THINK 
THIS 
| 19 THE 
| BEST 
\ WAY! 


POHAWELL. IF I 
CAN OVERCOME 
mA yoce 
THIZ,QBSTACLE,, 
VICTOR WILLS BEA) 
MINESTMACCERT? 


= = YOUR CHALLENGE, 
YUICHI. 


| 
|EIGHTH 
ROUND 


THERE SHOLILD vo Y 

BE A TOTAL OF . {rar FROM 
FOUR BACKBIT- % i ne ng 

ING ENTRIES. in EGTONE 
L ES, ~ DID EVERYONE 

ANY LESS, AND YES, OF >, . < i 

WE/LL KNOW WHO | couRsE. SUBMIT AN 
DIDN'T SUBMIT IT \ | ENTRY AGAINST 
: THEMSELVES? 


WELL, T’/LL 
ANNOUNCE 
THE RESULTS 
Now. 


WE‘VE 
GoT 4 
TOTAL 
OF 10 
BACK—- 
BITING 
ENTRIES 
THIS 
TIME.VY 


WHEN T 


| HEARD THAT 
| you Fiaurep 
Be ns Away | 
To BEAT DISAPPOINTED, 
T you 
pe riatee THIS GAME, YuIcHl. 
TURNED OUT I Got So 
To BE A EXCITED, 


FAILURE. I _ 


“asl ll : 
ual 
\ |} a you TCEARLY 
| iden ered “you CAN | \ = \\"ax DID You 
ENTRY AT A WRITE, FV) Sate Wy Forcet tHe 
=~ AS MANY (| ees RULE...2 
\ | UME, YOUR |) EWTRIES 2 
XU 7?rH \—| STRATEGY AS you = 
) WouLD 
HAVE BEEN Want ay 


y 
PERFECT. OME 


BUT DID 
T/mM SURE 
Someone YOU THINK 
pene THAT WE 
WOULDN’T 
you REe- Nore 
ALIZED 17, Soo 
700, WHICH F 
15 WHY TRIVIAL 
THEY wrote THINGS? 
AS MANY 
ENTRIES 
AS THEY 
Coulp 


SIGH... T 
THOUGHT 
you WERE 
AMAZING IN 
THE FIRST 


GAME... 


WHAT'S 
WITH THAT 


YOLI/RE THE! 


NO... I 
DIDN'T THINK 
THIS WOULD 
HAPPEN 
AT ALL... 


I THOUGHT 
YOUR PLAN 
WOULD 
HAVE BEEN 
BETTER 
SINCE YOU 
WERE SO 
CONFIDENT. 


I REALIZED 
IT. YOUR 
STRATEGY 
HAS A FLAW. 


YOU WAVE 
NO CHOICE 
ITS A NOW. 
PROMISE. 


PELLABE, 
THEJABSOLUTE: 
WINNERYORSTHIS 

GAME! 


I WAS 
BLUFFING. 
THE TRUTH 
1S, I DON’T 
EVEN KNOW 
IF THERE'S 
A TRAITOR 
AMONG US... 


| 


LET'S GO, 
SHINO-CHAN. 
AT THIS RATE, 


ABOUT HOW 
WE CAN SAVE 
OURSELVES, 


OUR 
FRIEND- 

SHIP HAS | 
COLLAPSED 
ALREADY. | 


IF YOU CAN'T 


ACCEPT THE 
FACT AND MOVE 
‘ON, YOU'LL 
But DonT ALWAYS GET 
Worry. TLL TRAMPLED. 


/  } PROTECT YOu 
TILL THE END. 


J’VE WON...// 


* 


oe 


ot RG 
AT LAST... -' x 


PURPOSE 
4, ANYMORE. 


IT’S BEEN 
TWO YEARS 
SINCE ''THAT 
DAY,” SHIHO- 
CHAN. 


AT LAST.../ 


TWO YEARS 
HAVE PASSED 
SINCE YOU TOOK 
AWAY THE MOST 
(MPORTANT THING 
IN MY LIFE. 


IO 
AVENGE THAT 
PERSON!! 


TO EXPOSE ‘ NEXT, 
EVERYTHING ~ JF JUST 


ABOUT “NEED TO 
YOu! / PREPARE 
, 4 THE 
F PERFECT 
N STAGE... 


SENPAI, T 
THINK GROUP 
@ 1S BEYOND 


HOPE NOW. 


IN FACT, | 
| 
| 


THE PRO- 
GRESSION 
OF THE 
GAME AFTER | | / iW 
THAT WAS | 1) 


| TERRIBLE. 


NO ONE 
LOOKED 
EACH 
OTHER IN 


| 


AND 
THEY 
DION’T 
SAYA 
WORD, 
EITHER. 


| .-BX- 

| ACTLY Mey 
| AS THE 

|reaToR GOING... 
| INTEND- 


| éD 


AH... 
You/RE 
FINALLY 
IN FIRST 
PLACE 
AGAIN... 


BY THE 
WAY, You 
NEED To 
JUMP OFF 
THE ROOF 
IN ORDER 

To Do 

THAT, 


rm 


SORRY, 
SHIHO- 

I SHOULDN'T _ CHAN. T 

HAVE TRUST- WASN'T 

THAT ED ANYONE STRONG 

WAY, WE FROM THE ENOUGH TO |/ 
WOULDN'T 4 BEGINNING. PROTECT 
HAVE BEEN >» you 


INTHIS 


MESS. \ PS 


WELL, 
SHIHO-CHAN. | 
WHAT WILL \ 
YOU SAY WHEN \ 
YOL/RE BEING 
CORNERED 
LIKE THIS? 
LET ME 
HEAR IT! 


YEAH. 

IN THIS. 
SITUATION, 
NO ONE WILL 
BE ABLE TO 
CATCH UP 
WITH SHIHO 
REGARDLESS 
OF THE 


f moReo! 
OF GROUP ¢, 
AFTER ALL 


BACKBITING 
ENTRIES, 


| THE 

| TRAITOR’S 

| OBSESSION 

| HAS OVER- 
COME YUICHI 

| KATAGIRI'S 

WISDOM, 


AFTER ALL. | 


|; wene | 
| DEFINITELY | 
| HAVE ONE | 
LOSER IN 
THE SECOND | 
GAME, AND | 
| THAT PERSON | 
| IS8SHHO | 
SAWARAGI. | 


G60OT 
TO BE 
KIDDING 


YOu" 


BACKBITING 
SUGOROKU 
VIDEO To 


HE'S 
SOME 
ALL RIGHT. 


HEH HEH... 

T ALMOST 
MISSED IT 
MYSELF. 


You 


WOULDN‘T | 
SAY THAT \ | WHAT 
THERE'S A Age 


WAY FOR 


THEM TO 
TURN THE 
iF YOu TABLES NOW, i ‘ 
WATCH THE | WOULD ee! 
SECOND GAME ; \ 


FROM THE 
BEGINNING 
AGAIN, YOULL 
LINDERSTAND. 


THINGS ARE | 

OBVIOUSLY mean 
OUT OF 
PLACE. 


FIRST, THERE 
WERE TIMES. 
WHEN YUICHI 
KATAGIRV'S 
ACTIONS 
WERE CLEARLY 
SUSPICIOUS AND 
\ INCONSISTENT. 


SECOND, 
HE REPEATED \ 
SOME OF HIS | 
ACTIONS THAT 
DIDN'T MAKE ANY § 
SENSE ACCORDING | 
| TO THE GAME 
RULES. 


TOMODACHI GAME 


= 


I/M AFRAID 
THAT.. 


AND THE 
THIRD 
THING... 


THIS 
WAS THE 
BOLDEST 
AND MOST 
CUNNING 
ONE. 


GROUPC 9 -\ 
— / — 


WE 
HAVE LET 
SOMEONE 
PREPOS- 
TEROUS 
JOIN OUR 
GAME. 


A me 
TX , 
J 
Chapterz9: 


Ty ]}Announce,the}Final 
BackbitingsEniry Now: 


-- JUST 
HOW 
PECULIAR 
YUICHI 
KATAGIRI 
1S. 


>| PREPOS- | 
=| TEROUS? 


WE'VE HAD 
PLENTY 
OF QUICK- 
THINKERS 
PLAY THIS 
GAME 


WATCHING )\\f 
AND YOU’LL 
UNDER- 
STAND... 


INFSHORT, 
INQIMATTER 
[WHATSHAPPENS, 


ore SNSTILL 
GOING TO 


REACH) THE 


I’VE WON! 


ME THAT 

YOU HAVE 

ANOTHER 
way TO 


GAME? 


Tm 
SORRY, 
YUICHI, 

BUT I SAID 
IT BEFORE, 
RIGHT? I 
WON'T LISTEN 
TO YOUR 
worDs 


A AGAIN. 


UM... T HAVE A 
PROPOSAL... 


IoHI? 


Naw 


ITS HIM 
AGAIN... 


weDVE 
COME UP 

WITH A WAY 

TO MAKE 

| THE TRAITOR 
REVEAL 

HIMSELF. 


TRAITOR: 
REV EAU 
iad 


TE NEVER, 4, WAY4TO, | 
DOTHAT 2 Wake, THE, { | 
TRAITOR} | | 

REVEAL eee 

29 | REALL 

HIMSELF REALL 


 - 


YEAH, T/M 
SURE OF 
IT THIS 
TIME, 


No way, | 

7 Ben | HEY, YUICHL ARE 
SINE ¢ YOU GOING TO 

Tae 2) CONFUSE US BY 
THAT. 


SAYING RANDOM 
THINGS AGAIN? 


IN THAT 
CASE, wHy || W-WELL, es 
DO YOU FEEL THAT'S Pe OU 
THE NEED TO TRUE. Ste 
REVEAL THE TRATOR 
NOW? 1S Now, 
\ 2 


<4 


DAMN NOTHING'S 
RIGHT. Y GOING TO CHANGE. 

WHY NOW | SAWARAGI IS STILL 
OF ALL » GOING TO REACH 
TIMES? tz 


THE GOAL. 


--WE CAN 
ELIMINATE 
THE TRAITOR 
FROM PARTIC- 
IPATING IN 
THE NEXT 

GAME. 


RIGHT? 


IF WE LIE, 
WE'LL BE 
FORCED 
TO TAKE 
THE LEAD, 


bo 
| you us 
REMEMBER 
ABOUT THE 
“DIVINE 
PUNISH- 
MENT"? 


COMBINE 
THESE TWO 
METHODS 


YEAH 
THAT AND 

THE WAY 

TO BEAT 
THIS GAME 

THAT I 
THE ONE MENTIONED 
| WHERE we EARLIER. 

SUBMIT A 

BA 

ING ENTRY 

AGAINST 
OURSELVES, 


Gane..2 | 


MEANS THAT we 
ERYONE | 

EXCEPT THE | 

TRAITOR HA. 


FOR 


\ THE FINAL 
| THE SAME |. yn¥oo™ BACKBITING 
THING...2 (ver ENTRY, WE'LL 
g EACH PUT OLR 
AND WE'LL NAME ON THIS. 
ALL WRITE PAPER, 
\ y, THE SAME 
THING. 
we \ 233 
\ i THE 
CONTENT 
OF THIS 
ENTRY WILL 
ONLY BE 
| APPLICABLE 
./AND THAT | 10 ONE . 
PERSON IS... | | PERSON 4 
\ i | INTHIS i 
GROUP... 


ee T HE 
TRAITOR! 


50, {is A 
EVERYONE {quite BACKBITING LIS 
SHOULD | SIMPLE ENTRY THAT THERE 
write | F YOU S ONLY _SUCHA 
THIS. | REMEMBER APPLICABLE THING...? 
| WHAT TO THE 
\ | HAPPENED \ teaitor? 
Bee po \ IN THE THAT 
es \ BEGINNING. yes, \ SOUNDS 


THERE | CONVE- 


1g, | NIENT. 
yw —- 


“I'M THE ONE 
WHO APPLIED TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE 
TOMODACHI GAME.” 


BY LOGIC, WE CAN 
ASSUME THAT THE 
TRAITOR |S THE ONE 
WHO SIGNED US UP TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THIS 
GAME BECAUSE THEY 
WANTED TO DESTROY 
OUR RELATIONSHIPS 
IN THE FIRST PLACE. 


IN OTHER WORDS, 
THE APPLICANT 

1S THE TRAITOR 
THEMSELVES. 


/ \ 
| \ 
i MEANWHILE, | 
| THE OTHER | | imaoine iF we | 
PEOPLE WOULD | ALL WRITE THIS 
| BE PUNISHED | VA ENTRY WITH OUR 
BECAUSE THEY | NAME ON IT. 
WERE LYING, | 
SUPPOSING ; 
' ; | I WAS THE y 
\ Jani Ng | TRAITOR, T / 
NS 9 aw | WOULDN/T 
RECEWE 
| THE DIVINE | 
| PUNISHMENT | 
BECAUSE I WAS 
TELLING THE 
TRUTH. 


/ B-BLT Y 
| HOW ARE { 
| HAVE YOU YOU GOING TO —~J asa 
| FORGOTTEN PROVE THAT RESULT, 
ABOUT WHAT IT’S A LIE? IF 


HAPPENED TO YOU CAN'T DO 
| SHIBE EARLIER? THAT, YOU WON’T 


APART FROM 
| GET PUNISHED, | THE TRAITOR, 
\ EITHER. EVERYONE WILL | 
\ MOVE AHEAD 


\| OF SAWARAGI, 
\ AND THEY CAN 
| ALL REACH | 
THE GOAL 
TOGETHER 


I SEE. 
THAT’S WHY | \ 
you walTeo | [, 
UNTIL THE | ONLY THE TRAITOR 
i's okay, witH_ || LAST MINUTE | | IS LEFT BEHIND, 
THIS METHOD, Berore you | LH 
WE WON'T EVEN PROPOSED 
NEED PROOF. THIS IDEA 


— 


I MEAN, 
WE’RE TALKING 
ABOUT SOMEONE 
WHO APPLIED 
TO PARTICIPATE 
IN THIS GAME, 
IM SURE THE 
ADMINISTRATORS 
WILL FIND OUT 
RIGHT AWAY. 


RIGHT, 
MANABL- 
SENSEI? 


SEE? IF 


EVERYONE 
SUBMITS 
j THE THIS 
—~} ADMINISTRA- ENTRY, 
} TORS WILL 
j BE ABLE TO 
i j| TELL WHO'S 
[| LING AND 
Y £ | WHO'S NOT. J 
a 
Ae 
| 
/ \ | | 
(- | IF POSSIBLE, 
| IDLOVETO | 
| REACHTHE = | 
| GOALwitH | 
\ | EVERYONE. 
BUT AFTER ALL | \ 
| THIS CHAOS, I FEEL | 
| THAT IT’S BEST IF | 
WE JUST LEAVE THE | x 
\ TRAITOR HERE IN THE | BS 


SECOND GAME. | ISS 


THAT \ 
WAY, WE | 
CAN MOVE | 
ON TO THE 
THIRD ROLIND 
WITH ONLY | 
THOSE WHO 
ARE REAL 
FRIENDS. 


| WeWarT. 
THERE'S NO 
2 
DON’T yOu pig GUARANTEE 
THINK SO» SAWARAGI THAT 
TOO) TEN 1S THE ONL EVERYONE 
YOU SAID THAT AE Ly 
1 YOU'D BE ONE WHO'LL WILL WRITE 
BS 4 | pRoceeD To SUCH AN 
a5 | SAWARAGI'S THE NEXT de 
<= é ENTRY, 
AULT NC. ROUND. ~\. pIGHT? 
MATTER BS y 
WHAT. 2 


A 
4 3 iF 
be SOMEONE 
Lard \F THEY 
HAPPEN, IT DON'T 
CAN ONLY WRITE IT, 
CON mean THar THEY'LL BE 
O-OF D-DAMN\ ai THEY'RE A TRAITORS, 
course RIGHT. \\, TRAITOR TOO 


ru | 


L WRITE | 
ITH | 


RIGHT, y TOO 
SHIBE? _ 
N 


sO 
YOU'D 
BETTER 
HURRY 
AND MAKE 
HER FEEL 
RELIEVED. 


YOU'RE THE 
PERSON 
SAWARAGI 
TRUSTS 


THE MOST 
AT THE 
MOMENT, 


er \ bats a: Wy 


\ SS 


\ \ 


YES, OF | \. 
course | \ 
YOU WILL. ; | 


WELL, 
| SINCE YOUVE 
SAID SO, WHY 
DON’T YOU 
GO AHEAD 
AND WRITE 
IT FIRST? 


I WAS TRYING 3O. THEY'LL 
HARP TO MAKE THEM KNOW FOR 
BELIEVE THAT I WAS SURE THAT 

SHIHO’S ALLY. IF I. IM THE 
FORSAKE HER HERE, TRAITOR. 

IT/LL BE THE SAME. 

AS SAYING THAT-IM 
THE TRAITOR MYSELF 

I HAVE TO THAVE LESS 
COME LP WITHS THAN TWO 
SOMETHING... MINUTES. 
WHAT CAN I DO, 


TO OVERCOM, 
THIS OBSTACLE? 


AT THIS RATE, ALL 
MY PLANS WILL COME 
TO NOTHING. 


ON THE 
OTHER HAND, 
IF I LEAVE THE 


STALL WITHOLT, 


AMAZING... 
SO THIS WAS 


STRATEGY... 


THAT'S 


HIS REAL 


_ AND I 
| WOULDN'T 
HAVE CALLED 
HIM PREPOS- 
TEROUS, 
EITHER. 


IF THIS WAS 
ALL, THE THREE 
THINGS THAT 
I MENTIONED | 
EARLIER WOULD 
BE MEANING- 


LESS... 


FIRST, I/LL WRITE 
DOWN THE ENTRY AS 


Loe Al VY? 
IT’S TRUE, é 


THAT IM THEJONE 


WHO SIGNEQIUE Hay : HE SAID, BLIT- WHEN. 
FOR THIS, BUTI, THEY FIND OUT IM 


TELL THEM THAT. = THE TRAITOR, I’LL 
IVE BEEN FRAMED. TELL THEM THAT IT’S. 
BY SOMEONE / : n A "CONSPIRACY.” 

AMONG, 


IF EITHER I JUST NEED, ; 1S A LITTLE 
ANYTHING, WAY, TO COME UP) FORCED, BUT = 
I CAN DON'T WITH A GOOD ™™| AT LEAST. HALF. 
REWORK MIND NOT. || EXCUSE LATER. (OBIT 8 TRUE: 

MY PLANS PARTICI- a 
WHILE PATING IN 


THEY'RE ~f\. 
PLAYING i 


anes 


GOOD.. TLL 
(JUST, CONTINUE 
JIN,THE FOURTH 
GAME. 


ALL RIGHT, 
IT’S MY TURN 
NOw. I/LL 
WRITE IT 
PROPERLY! 


| erm TH | xwas | 
| ONE wHo | THE 
APPLIED TO Yoo N SEAST 
participate in | | / ONE... 
THe Tomova- | | / 
cnicane.” |] 
EVERYONE DID 
tHe sane, ||| Gave 
Rieu. | ousty, x | 
| WROTE | 


\% 700, | ; { 


2D ] THE; MOMENTS FROM'NOQW, 
THE: EYFINDC Coir ONSTHEC ONLY, 
THA Tg! MNTHE, THINGIT HA Tp 


TRAITOR” 


IM SURE ILL BLOW 
THAT NAIVE MY COOL 
YUICHI WILL AND CRY LIKE 
LISTEN TO THERE'S NO 
WHATEVER TOMORROW. 


I SAY 


WATCH 
CLOSELY. 

THE FUN 
HAS JUST 


FOR THIS 
ROUND, 
ITS WE HAVE 
OBVIOUSLY | & TOTAL 
AMoUNT 
OF... 


FIVE! 


JUST 
ANNOUNCE 
IT ALREADY! 
My EYES ARE 
STARTING 
TO WELL UR 
YOU KNOW! 


WELL, I’LL 
ANNOUNCE 
THE FINAL 
BACKBITING 
ENTRY Now... 


"T'M THE 
ONE WHo 
APPLIED To 
PARTICIPATE 
IN THE 
TOMODACHI 
GAME.” 


IT 
SAYS... 


“TENTI 
MIKASA.” 


WHY AM I 

THE ONLY 
| ONE WHO 
| SUBMITTED 


TENS, 
DIDN'T I 
SAY THIS 
y FROM THE 
f START...2 


"I'VE COME | 

UP WITH A 

| WAY TO MAKE 

{| THE TRAITOR | 

QOH | REVEAL | 
U \ HIMSELF” | 


/ 


REVEAL...? 


WHATEVER: 
SAYINTHES 
IS, 


AND BEG 
FOR HIS 
MERCY! 


OH, SHIT... 
THIS I$ BAD 
I HAVE TO 
PLAY DUMB! 


ritcry \« 


WILL YOU 
PLEASE 
JUST 
LISTEN 
TO ME?! 


YOU'RE 
MISTAKEN... 


YOU CAN 
COME UP \ 
| with as many | 2I . Z < 
| EXCUSES AS Ve 5 4 HA HA... I KNEW 
= | YOUWANT | x \  ¢ LY\ IT. HES A NAIVE 
— \ LATER. A i gP GUY. THIS IS MY 
\ | 4 HN \ 2 CHANCE TO BREAK 
= \ / ( Nay “™ y THROUGH... 
= Se 
SOONER OR | , BUT 
LATER, THE | j/ FOR NOW, 
TRUTH WILL i s/ | YOU HAVE TO 
BE REVEALED, jf ANSWER MY 
ANYWAY... \ | QUESTION. 
BO | 
ANSWER 
A ME 
<— PLAINLY. 


OKAY, 
TENII? 


ARE YOU 
THE ONE WHO 
APPLIED TO 
PARTICIPATE IN 
THE TOMODA- 
CHI GAME? 


y- 
YES... 


T...DID IT. 
IT WAS ME, 


WHEN DID 
YOU FIGURE 


\ ate | 
hy, D A 


ae 
| ll WII 


SENPAI, 


DID YUICHI wHat’s THE 
KaTacin! Ye ANine 
NOTICE. OF THIS? 
THAT TENJI 
MIKASA 
WAS THE 


TRAITOR? 


FRIEND GAMES 


\ \ \\\ 
\ Wi WAS 
yo NN 

/\ / IN 

IN i | IK \ \ 

ih / ‘taicKs” | | ||\\ 

{ J ae ay I\\ 

f \ j\ 


\ | - 
\ 
| HES ABOUT | 
| TO REVEAL HIS ! ; 
| SECRETS. | 
| 
= 
{ 
‘ 
j 


Chapter, 10% | 
+ Th “This "May Be¥Sudden, 


| WHAT HAVE | 2 
7 YOU DONE...?! | \x AN 
\ 


‘ yuicnt jf 


I HAD 
A FEELING 


THAT A TRAITOR 

WOULD SHOW UP 
AT THE BEGINNING 
OF THE SECOND 


GAME... 


ARE THESE 
THE TRICKS 
THAT HE TOLD 
SHIHO-CHAN 
ABOUT?! 


SOT 
DECIDED TO 
TRY A FEW 
TRICKS \N 
ORDER TO 

EXPOSE 

HIM OR 

HER. 


SO WE 


WOULDN'T THEN, WHEN 

NOTICE THE FIRST 
2! “BACKBITING 
ENTRY” CAME 


I BEGAN 
CT WITH 


SAWARAGI, 
SO THE OTHER 
MEMBERS 
WOULDN'T 
NOTICE IT. 
TRAITOR WAS, 

ERE 


YOU'RE 
RIGHT. 
THAT'S WHY 
WE PROCEEDED 
WITH A STRATEGY 
THAT DION’T 
REQUIRE iS TO 
SAY A WORD. 


a7 PICKING UP A THIS IS HIS 


IN SHORT, TUSED THIS | 
“BACKBITING PAPER” AS | 
A “CHEAT PAPER” TO TELL 

SAWARAGI WHAT TO DO. 


ITS THE 
SCENE OF 
KATAGIRI YES. 


“BACKBITING FIRST TRICK. 
PAPER” IN THE 

STALL DURING Se. | 
THE FOURTH A 

ROUND. a Z 


..OH! \ 
HE’S 
TAKING | 
| Two oF | 
THEM! | 


| 


As 


WATCH 
| THIS VIDEO 
“| CLOSELY. 
\ 


q 


- HE'S BEEN 
USING THE 

“BACKBITING PAPER” 
FOR A DIFFERENT 


gust 


THAT. 


PURPOSE 


FROM THESE 
TWO VIDEOS 
ALONE, WE 
CAN TELL 


HE SAID, 
“I PUT IN 
ieht A BLANK 
nein one | PAPER.” 
SAWARAG! 


T/M COUNT- 
ING ON YOU. 


“BLANK 
PAPER” 
MEANS 
THAT HE 
DIDN'T WRITE 
ANYTHING, 
SO THE FACT 
THAT HE WAS 
HOLDING A 
PEN BEFORE IS | 
INCONSISTENT. | 


gust 
BECAUSE 

SHE PROMISED. 

THAT SHE'D 

COOPERATE WITH 

YOU DOESN'T 

MEAN THAT 
SHE WAS LESS. 
SUSPICIOUS. 


BUT... 
WHY DID 
YOU TRUST 
SHIHO-CHAN 
THAT MUCH? 


I SEE. THE 
“BACKBITING 
PAPER," EH? 


you 
WROTE THE 

INSTRUCTIONS 

AND GAVE IT TO 
HER THEN. 


AFTER THAT, 
SHIHO-CHAN 
READ THE PAPER 
IN THE STALL. 
THAT WAY, NO 
ONE WOULD 
NOTICE 


THE FIRST | 
INSTRUCTION 
T GAVE HER 
was... 


“WRITE A 
BACKBITING ENTRY 
ABOUT THE SECRET 

THAT WE TALKED ABOUT 
AFTER SCHOOL. THE 

SECRET THAT ONLY 


4 WE KNOW ABOUT.” 


SAID 
THAT I 
TRUSTED 
HER 
RIGHT 
zeave “WAY 
HERA 
TEST. 


I NEVER 


Fourth round’s The person who 
backbiting entries wrote them | irewas 
nee [Aces || me conrenr St 
bey ae oS me) NEW ABOLIT. IN WAS, THERE BOLD 
‘ | OTHER WorDs, WAS A TIME SAWARAGI THAT 
THE PERSON WHO WHEN YUICHI SECRET EnTee 
, phils took Deh | COULD‘VE WRITTEN KATAGIRI DIDN'T. HER 
i ie THAT ENTRY WAS TAKE A BATH WITH SHIBE. 
naining thi FOR A WEEK.” 


: EITHER SAWARAGI 
$ Ten \ OR ME 


Ace, 4 


INEVITABLY, 
THE BIG 
SECRET THAT WAS 
REVEALED DURING 
THE FOURTH ROUND 
MUST HAVE BEEN 
WRITTEN BY THE 


SINCE TRAITOR." IT 


EEUTIN WASN'T SAWARAGI 
BLANK WHO WROTE, “THE 
PAPER: © TRUTH 1S, SHIHO 
WASNST THE SAWARAGI 
ONE WHO UNDERWENT 
WROTE PLASTIC. 
THAT, SURGERY.” 


EITHER. 


YEAH 
\ | NEXT, 
eae | T TRIED 
\ | TO FIND OUT 
WHETHER OR 
\ NOT KOKOROGI 
WAS THE 
TRAITOR. 


THAT WAS 
THE FIRST 


/ I 
ACKNOWL- fae 
EDGED 
ARE YOU 
ee SAWARAGI | / 
YOU GAVE THE \ BoM a ( 
TEST TO EACH | ALLY. I ¢ 
PERSON, ONE | BP 
BY ONE? } 6 
h (i } 
Esl Ny, 


THAT’S RIGHT. | 
IUSED THE 
PROCESS OF 
ELIMINATION... 


TO FIGURE 
OUT WHO THE 
~ TRAITOR WAS. 


I CALLED 
OUT TO HER, 
PUT MY HAND 

OVER HERS, AND 

GAVE HER THE 
BACKBITING 
PAPER. 


WHEN KOKOROGI 
WAS CROLICHING 
DOWN IN FEAR 


JUST LIKE 
THAT, KOKOROG! 
WROTE SOMETHING 
ABOUT SAWARAGIS 
UNDERWEAR |N. 
THE SIXTH 


DID SHE 
READ THAT | woe 
sis worms || POEE ih | neater 
TRAITOR REVEALED || Ths | OUND, weire 
SOMETHING BIG IN|] neawet | SOMETHING 
THE SAME ROUND, YOU? SO AGAINST 
WE WOULD KNOW you pi | SAWARAGI 
THAT. KOKOROGI THAT ON | SOMETHING 
WAS INNOCENT. PURPOSE... THAT ONLY YOU 
TWO KNOW 
ABOUT.” 


Yr? 


‘Sixth round’s The person 
backbiting who wrote 
entries them 


i!) SHIBE 


YES. I GAVE 
HER THE PAPER 
DURING THAT 
FIGHT WHEN YOU 
WERE INSIDE 

THE STALL 


AND you 
SHIBE WAS == WOULDN’T 
SULKING HAVE BEEN 
IN THE ABLE TO 
DISTANCE, NOTICE IT 
HE DIDN/T FROMTHAT 


EVEN PAY ANGLE, 
ATTENTION : 
TO THE / 
wHote = [~~ 


THING. 


IN 
SHORT, 
2 | THE ONLY 


q PEOPLE WHO 
COULD HAVE 
SUBMITTED 
THAT ENTRY 
AGAINST 
TENJI 
WERE. 


N | .-EITHER 


OR TENJI 
HIMSELF. 


ABLE TO GIVE | 


“THE 

TRUTH 
13, TENTI 
akasa AND YES, 
15 LYING | THERE WAS A 


ABouT HIS 
eee BIG REVEAL 


OBVIOUSLY, 

I DIDN/T WRITE 
ANYTHING BACK 
EN, AND I TOLD 
SAWARAGI NOT TO 
WRITE ANYTHING, 

EITHER. I ALSO 

EXPLAINED THE 

SITUATION TO 
HER. 


BUT... THAD 
BEEN WITH 


SHIHO-CHAN 
SINCE THAT 
ROUND... 


you 
SHOULDN 
HAVE BEEN | 


HER THE 
PAPER... 


ol 


THREE 
MINUTES 


WELL, 
I HAD 
| THREE 
| MINUTES 
TO DO 
so. 


ye 
«x 


DID YOU \ 
GET (T2 


IN THIS GAME, 
THE ORDER OF 
PEOPLE GOING 

IN THE STALL 

DOESN'T REALLY 

MATTER. 


T™M SORRY, 
TENJL CAN YOU 
GO FIRST? 


i OO a a 


| HE 
| MANIPULATED 
| THE ORDER IN 
| WHICH EVERY § 
\ ONE ENTERED 
WE STALL 


IN SHORT, 
THIS ORDER 
WAS ALSO 
PART OF HIS 
PLANS! 


I THOUGHT 
IT WAS 
JUST A 

COINCIDENCE 
AT FIRST, 
BLT WHEN I 


I NOTICED | 
THAT THERE | 
WAS ALWAYS 
SOMETHING 
DIFFERENT 

AFTER HE 
MANIPULATED | 
THE ORDER. 


IT WAS 
DURING 
THE 
“SPECIAL 
CHANCE” 


- WHEN 
SHIBE VOL- 


UNTEERED 


HIMSELF. 


iF SHIBE | 
WAS THE | 
TRAITOR, HE 
WOULDN'T HAVE | 
NOMINATED 
HIMSELF 
BECAUSE IT 
WAS TOO 
RISKY. 


7 


THE 
ADMINISTRATORS 
KNEW WHO AMONG 


SECRET THAT 
THEY WOULD 


THEN, WITH 
ONLY YOU 
AND SHIBE 
LEFT... 


FINDING 
OUT THE | 
TRAITOR 
WAS 
SIMPLE. 


| sO 
THE FIGHT 

BETWEEN 

| SHIHO- 
CHAN AND 

‘ KOKOROGI- 
SAN WAS 
JUST AN 

ACT... 


BUT IT 
LOOKED 


WHAT ABOUT 
THE WAY TO 
“BEAT” THIS 
GAME, THEN? 
WAS THAT 
PART OF YOUR 
PLAN, TOO...2! 


TENT. BBS 


YES. 


" I KNEW FROM 

y ~ THE BEGINNING 

/ \ BACK THEN, THAT THAT 
\ I SAID THIS, METHOD HAD 
\ DIDN'T £2 “IT A FLAW. 

| \ 1S UNLIKELY 
| \ THAT OUR 4 
| THar was | DEBT WILL f/ 
| THE FINAL | INCREASE, ff 

CONFIR- “ANYWAY.” } 


| MATION. 


WAS MONEY 
THE REASON 
YOU BETRAYED 
US? OR WAS IT 


THAT'S 
WHY T 
WAITED 
UNTIL THE 
LAST 
MINUTE. 


WE HAVE NO IDEA | 

JUST HOW MANY | 

SECRETS OF OURS | 
YOU HOLD. | 


BECAUSE 
WE STILL 
HAD THE 
SECOND 
HALF 
OF THE 
GAME. 


SINCE YOU SOMETHING 
DIDN'T BACK ELSE? 
DOWNEVEN |" 
WHEN YOU 1a | 
HEARD THAT, IT | 
COULD ONLY 
MEAN THAT 
THE REASON 
WAS THE = 
LATTER. 
Ve 
| 
YOU WERE THE WELL, IF YOU 
TRAITOR. YOU FOUND OLIT 
MIGHT HAVE FROM THAT 
EVEN EXPOSED EARLY STAGE, 
Premole WHY DIDN’T YOU 
fe EXPOSE ME 
beri RIGHT AWAY? 
AFTER ALL, | 


BACK THEN, DURING THE 
YOUWENT. LAST ROLIND, 
Pedant I LET YOU BE 
eg THE ONLY ONE 

WITH A BACKBITING 
ENTRY AND TOLD 

THE OTHERS 

TO SUBMIT A 
BLANK PAPER. 


$0 I COULD 
JUST TELL 
EVERYONE 
OUT LOUD. 


| THIS IS 
STRANGE z 
Vo ae, ,! 


you 
GAVE THEM 
A SPECIFIC 
BACKBITING 
ENTRY TO 
MAKE SURE 
THAT THEY 
WEREN’T THE 
TRAITOR. 


you 


sai THAT | 
you user | 
PROCESS 
OF ELIMI- 
NATION IN 
ORDER TO 
GET TO > me, | 
RIGHT? 
IGHT £ 


WHICH MEANS, 
YOU MUST/VE 
REALIZED THAT 
THE PROCESS 

OF ELIMINA- 
TION COULDN’T 
WORK, EITHER! 


IN THIS 
GAME, 
EVERYONE 
CAN INPUT. 
AS MANY 
ENTRIES AS 
POSSIBLE! 


Oe. 


\ 


you ALSO 
SAID THAT 
YOU NOTICED 
THE “FLAW” | 
INyOUR | 
STRATEGY. 


| BOLDEST 
AND 
MOST 


CUNNING 
ONE. 


| THAT’S 
HIS FINAL 
TRICK. 


INDEED. 


THAT'S rath iecshatie' Sawaract AS ONE 

WHY I ASKED ' surgery WOULD 

EVERYONE TO 4 EXPECT 
GIVE ME A “PROOF n of them FROMM 
OF FRIENDSHIP” YOU, 
DURING THE TE: \ TENJI 


TO CONFIRM THE 
INNOCENC: iT was 
\ POSSIBLE \ AS POSSIBLE, 
: THAT BOTH | T BECAME 
ENTRIES | FICULT FOR 
WERE E TO PROVE 
SUBMITTED SAWARAGI'S 
ti INNOCENCE IN 
BY HER. THE FIRST 


PLACE, 


DON’T 
YOU NOTICE 
SOMETHING 
DIFFERENT 

ABOUT 

THEM.,.? 


THEIR 
"NAME 
TAG” 1S 


THE THREE 
WHO WERE 
NOT TRAITORS: 
HANDED THEIR 
TAGS TO ME 
RATHER 
QUICKLY. 


TASKED THEM — | 
TO LET ME KEEP | 
THEIR NAME TAGS. | 
IN RETURN, THEY’D | 
EARN MY TRUST. — | 


THERE ARE A 
LOT OF CASES LIKE 
THAT, RIGHT? WHEN 
FRIENDS GIVE THEIR 
IMPORTANT THINGS 
TO EACH OTHER 
AS A “PROOF OF 
FRIENDSHIP”? 


TELL WHETHER 
OR NOT I WAS 
TELLING THE 
TRUTH BY 
LOOKING AT 
SAWARAGI'S 
CHEST. 


SHE COULD ‘ 


BUT I WROTE 
IT ON THE PAPER, 
TOO. “I HAVE 
SAWARAGI'S NAME 
TAG. SHE CAN’T 
POSSIBLY BE 
THE TRAITOR.” 


BESIDES, THINK 
ABOLIT IT. KOKOROGI 
WAS SUSPICIOUS OF 
SAWARAGI AT FIRST. 
DO YOU THINK SHE 
WOULD BELIEVE THAT 
SAWARAGI WAS HER 
ALLY JUST BECAUSE 
I TOLD HER SO? 


| iF YOU REWIND 
THE VIDEO OR 
| SOMETHING, 
| YOU'LL NOTICE 
WHEN THE TAGS. 
WERE GONE 
RIGHT AWAY. 


‘ 
[ 


HIS. 


AFTER THAT, 
KOKOROGI 
GAVE ME HER 
THEN, IN NAME TAG WHEN 
THE LAST WE HUGGED 
ROUND, EACH OTHER 
SHIBE ALSO 
GAVE ME 


IMPRESSED. 
HOW DID HE 
KNOW THAT 
HIS DEBT 
WOLILDN/T 
INCREASE IF 
HE JUST KEPT 
THE NAME TAG 
AND DIDN'T 
ACTUALLY 
SEE IT? 


I THINK 
HE EXPER- 
MENTED 
WITH IT 
BEFORE- 
HAND. 


HE'S RIGHT. ¥ 
I CAN SEE 
EVERYTHING 
FROM HERE. 


OUTSIDE, SO SHE 
MUST/VE DONE IT 
INSIDE THE STALL 


THAT [ 
BEFORE 
gel ue THEN, THE FOURTH 
TIME WHEN HE eve pores 
Teno HE GAVE KATAGIRI'S 
Apis HER THAT NAME TAG 
fer PAPER, WAS GONE | 
REMAINED = HE ALSO FORA 
Me oe ovis MOMENT. 
WAS GIVE Back. 
HIS TAG. soune 
IN RIGHT. \ 
af : HE'S NOT 
WEARING AND MIKASA 
ir WERE 
FIGHTING, 
L Lu 
| HE MUST HAVE P r- 
HE EVEN | TOLD SAWARAGI = \ THAT MAKES 
WENT AS WHOA. | ABOUT IT IN HIS | SENSE. THERE’S 
FAR AS BOLD j :NOTES HE'SAID \A- A CAMERA THAT 
EXPERI- ANY THAT NOTHING al RECOGNIZES 
MENTING CUNNING, | WOULD HAPPEN IF ‘SOMEONE'S 
WITH IT EH? | SHE JUST GAVE LINE OF SIGHT 
HIMSELF. HIM THE TAG, IN THE LIQUID 
Lae $0 SHE COULD CRYSTAL PART 
Nr GIVE IT TO HIM ON THE BACK, 
AS A“PROOF OF 
\ FRIENDSHIP.” r 
BASICALLY, N, 
iF THEY 
| SEE THIS DON'T | 
| video? SHE woUuLD TAKE A } 
STAND OUT IF SHE LOOK, 
| REMOVED THE TAG THEY’LL 


BE FINE. 


/ 


{ 


WAS THE 
ROOT OF HIS 
APPROACH. | 


| wHaT 


SURPRISED - WAS ies 
ME THE NOT ONLY Lins ‘S RIGHT. 
MOST... BECAUSE THE REASON 
He HAS CALLED HIM 
A SHARP “PREPOS- 
te MIND. TEROUS"... 


THAT WAY, THEY 
COULDN’T BETRAY HIM 
BY SUBMITTING MULTIPLE 
BACKBITING ENTRIES. 


IN THE END, 
WHAT HE REALLY 
DID WAS TAKE 
THE OTHERS’ 
NAME TAGS AS 
HOSTAGES. 


AFTER 
THAT, THE 
SITUATION 

FORCED THE 


THEM OVER, 
\ ONE AFTER 
ANOTHER, 


IF THEY DIDN'T/Z |S 
DO IT, THEY’D BE”) 
| WoLaTen” £4 


HE KNEW 
THAT SAWARAGI 
WOULDN'T 
TURN HIM DOWN 
BECAUSE SHE 
HAD TOLD HIM 
BEFOREHAND 
THAT SHE WOULD 
TRUST HIM NO 
MATTER WHAT 
HAPPENED. 


ON TOP 


IN OTHER 


HE SAID st 
Noe an THAT HE cena 
THEY DIDN‘T WOULD pee 
GIVE HIM THEIR oie (HE 700K 
NAME TAGS, THEA TAGS WAS 
HE WOULDN’T ane AGS WA 
RUE) THEN, THEY GAVE peat 
FES HIM THEIR 


NAME 


\ 
YES, THE | 
“ROOT” OF 

HIS APPROACH | 

(S SEMI” | 


| HE KNOWS 
| AW ABOUT | 
PEOPLE'S | 
WEAKNESSES, 
| THE POWER 
\ OF MONEY, 
\ AND FEAR... 


WHO [S THIS | | 
GUY, REAWY...2 |) 


ONLY 


WOULD THOSE 
approacy WHO ARE 
| peopue WICKED... 
BY USING 
| THEIR WEAK- 
| NESSES. 


THERE'S 4 

STILL ONE | 
THING T 
DON'T 
UNDER- 
STAND. 


SINCE T 
| MET YOU GLYS, TAKES 
WE'VE SPENT A 
GOOD AMOUNT 
OF TIME 
TOGETHER. 


YOU PULLED = why 
ON THEM ONE wen. 


BY ONE AND 


TURNED THEM 
INTO YOUR 
ALLIES. 


[AND 
| 60TTO 
| KNOW 
EACH 
OF YOu 
NyouR | 
OWN way, |} 


MISTAKES?! 


R & short you 


LB 
Ya 


CONSIDERED 
ME AS 
, THE MOST 
| suspicious 
\ ONE FROM 
,\ THE BEGIN- 
NING?! 


DIDI 
MAKE ANY 


.. AND YOU STARTED 
FROM THE ONE YOU 
THOUGHT WAS THE 
LEAST SUSPICIOUS. 


|YOU MEAN. 
I WASN’T 
| BEING 


I WAS SUSPICIOUS. | 
OF YOU DURING THE 
GAME BECAUSE | 
YOU DIDN'T ACT LIKE 
THE TENJI I KNEW, 


B-BUT 


| AND 
THAD YET, YOU 
A GOOD | FousaT THE TENS! I 
REASON SHIBE IN KNEW WAS 
FOR | THE EARLY SMART, CALM, 
THAT...! | staces yo! AND GOOD 
Be THe: were tHe | / AT COMAUNI- 
q GAME mM TOR CATING WITH 
) Es WHO WOULD | \, \ — otners. 
DID YOu > SOMME al 
THINK IT) = hi 
WAS WEIRD [lim H 
FOR ME ER 
TO BE 
ANGRY?! 

INTHIS / NO, 
Ppa FOR THE BACK AS HUMAN 
CWE WERE SAKE OF THEN, YOU / BEINGS, WE 

ASKED TO ARGUMENT, ACCUSED your CAN ALL GET 
expose our LET'S MAG HN OF OPPONENT ANGRY. 

FRIENDS’ SHIBE AS THE WRITING THAT was WOULDN’T 

secrets, — “TRAITOR.” BACKBITING SHIBE SUSPECT 

RIGHT? ENTRY. DID YOU YOU FOR 


SERIOUSLY 
THINK S07 


THAT. 


WS | 
| TOTALLY | 
-——~_| IMPOSSIBLE | 
/ N FOR SHIBE | 

TO BE THE | 
TRAITOR... 


TONGUE, 
SHIBE. 


~< . BECAUSE ae 
In NO ONE HAS ~ 
ad EVER REVEALED 
THEIR SECRETS 
TO HIM. 
SAWARAG! 
66, WHEN = TOLD 
Aare YOU MY SECRET, 
THERE’S NO T CLEARLY 
WAY SHIBE ASKED YOU NOT 
WOULD KNOW TO TELL SHIBE 
THE SECRETS IN PARTICULAR, 
REVEALED RIGHT? 
HERE. 
EVEN IF HE \ 7 
fnew HES | = |  YouToo, 
| wouove | \ > | KoKoroe. 
| JUST TOLD | | le You Hap 
| EVERYONE 7 p| A SECRET, 
| RIGHT Away. / THAT'S: SHIBE WOULD 
/ BECAUSE BE THE LAST 
YOU HAVE PERSON YOU 
ALOOSE WANT TO TELL 


IT TO, RIGHT? 


SEE? 

HE WAS IN THE 
TRYING TO FourTH 
CHEER HER POUND $0 

ue WITH HE COULD 

eee PROTECT 
woros, 


SAWARAGI. 


ALSO, 
SHIBE IS 
STUPID AND 
CLUMSY IN 
THE FIRST 
PLACE. 


/ HE Must 
{ HAVE SuB- 
MITTED 
THAT ENTRY 
AGAINST 
HIMSELF. 


OBVIOUSLY! | 
TWAS JUST | 
TRYING 
To SAY, 
“YOU LOOK | 


DOCILE, BUT ia 


YOU Go, | 
GIRL!” 


~ {WHEN 
KOKOROGI'S 
SECRET WAS 
REVEALED, 
TOO. YOu 
SAID WHAT 
YOU DID TO 
» , CHEER HER 
Suir UP, RIGHT? 


HA IN THE END, 
HAHA. I TOLD HIM 

I SEE. DURING THE 
| r6eTit FINAL ROLIND 

Now. WHEN YOU 
WERE INSIDE 

THE STALL, 


was | 


En? | 


STRANGE, 
RIGHT? 


y 


WITH THAT 
PERSONALITY, 
I WASN'T 
SURE WHEN T 
SHOULD TELL 
HIM ABOLIT 
THE TRAITOR, 

EITHER. 


HE'S BAD 
AT ACTING, 
AFTER ALL. 


Iwas | 


\ \ TRYING 
NO \ b eee . TO. 
WONDER... | P 
YOU WERE | 
SUSPICIOUS | 
OF ME 


GWE | 
THE ROLE OF 
THE TRAITOR 
TO THE FOOL, | 
NOT REALIZING 
" THAT HE COULD 
NEVER BE 


WHO 
WOULD 
HAVE 
THOUGHT | 
THAT THE 
FOOL | 
WAS THE 
ONE WHO | 
TRIPPED | 
ME UP..2 


HEY, I'M 
SORRY FOR 
INTERRUPT— 
ING YOUR 
Moment... 


BUT 
CAN WE 
CONTINUE 
OUR GAME 
Now2 


IT’S Good THAT 


erie rut NEED YOUVE FINALLY 
. | TALK TO DO THE FOUND THE TRAITOR 
wine FINISHING AND ALL, BUT AT 
YOU TOUCHES THIS RATE, SHIHO— 
FORA SAMA WILL STILL 
Sect BE THE ONLY ONE 
WHo Loses 
THE GAME. 15 


THAT OKAY? 


MANABLI- 
SENSEI. 


L... 


PLEASE 
CONFIRM | 
IF WHAT HE 
SAID WAS 
TRUE! 


you \ 
HAVE 
A FINAL 
ielee ays H-HEY, THIS | 
THAT WILL y 1S GOOD, 
soe | RIGHT? 
EVERY- 
THING, 
DON'T 
yOu? 


f 


or_| 

course 
| THE } 
| BEST way 
| To avoid / 
| evervone p— 
FROM BEING 
UNHAPPY, — | 
| THAT IS. 


TH-THIS 
MAY BE 
SUDDEN, BUT 
THE GAME 
1S OVER...// 


YuIcH! 

| KATAGIRI 

| HAS REACHED 
THE GOAL 

AND CLEARED 

THE GAME ON 
HIS OWN... 


IN THIS 


BACKBITING 
SuGOROkU. 


IN THE 
SEVENTH 
ROUND, 
YUICHI 
SUBMITTED A 
BACKBITING 
ENTRY THAT 
TURNED OUT 
To BE A 
AND WE LIE 
WERE ABLE 


To PROVE IT. | 


} yuicHi 
| Has 
REACHED 
THE GOAL 
ON HIS 


| OWN...2 


Y-YUICHL...2 
HOW IS THIS 
THE BEST 
way?! 


YUICHI 
LIED IN THE 
\ SEVENTH 


\ ROUND..2 


WHICH 15, 
THE GOAL 
ITSELF. 


YUICHI 

WILL RECEIVE 

THE “DIVINE 

=< | puniSHmENT” 
| AND MOVE 
ONE SQUARE 
AHEAD oF 
a SHIHO—CHAN, 


Lc aaeners' 4 


THIS 1S | 
GOOD. 


THIS IS: | 
THE BEST | 
OPTION, 


WELL, T/M 
DEFINITELY 
CURIOUS AS 

TO WHY HE DID 

ALL THAT. 


BUT YOU CAN 
ASK HIM THAT 
YOURSELVES 

WHILE I’M 
PLAYING THE 
THIRD GAME. 


NO way. 
YOU'LL BE 
PROGRESS- 
ING BY 
YOURSELF. 


WHAT 

ABOUT 

WY TENTIZ HE'S 

y BETRAYED US 
FROM THE 

BEGINNING! 
CAN YOU 
FORGIVE 

HIM? 


A 


} 


GAM 
REMINDED 
MME OF WHAT 
KIND OF 
PERSON 


"a a” || sate i 
POSED CONDEMN 
TO TENJI 
MEAN? AT ALL. 


YOU CAN 
ALSO DECIDE 
WHETHER OR 

NOT YOU WANT 
TO FORGIVE HIM 
WITHOUT ME. 


YOU SAID, 

“I DID SOMETHING 
BAD IN THE PAST. 
SOMETHING THAT 

CAN'T EVEN BE 
COMPARED TO 
WHAT YOU DID,” 


KOKOROGI, 
I WAS WHEN YOUR 
TRYING TO SECRET WAS 
COMFORT REVEALED 
YOU, RIGHT? AND YOU 
DO you WERE 
REMEMBER SHOCKED. 
WHAT T 
SAID BACK 


} y \ THEN? 


REALLY 
BAD... 


WH-WHAT 
EXACTLY 
HAPPENED 
IN YOUR 
PAST...2 


IN A SENSE, I'VE 
BETRAYED YOU 
MORE THAN TENJI 
EVER DID. 


I/VE BEEN 

j HIDING IT 
FROM YOU 

ALL ALONG... 


-- BECAUSE 
ITHOUGHT | 
THAT IF YOU | 
FOUND OUT, 

YOU WOULDN'T | 
WANT TO BE | 
MY FRIENDS 

ANYMORE. 


/ * 
( i‘ 
“THE TRUTH 1S, \ 
SHIBE HAS KILLED \ 
SOMEONE.” me | 
| content | 
OF THAT 
ENTRY 


WAS... | 


IN THE 


(SEVENTH 


ROUND, T 
WROTE 

A FAKE 
BACKBITING 
ENTRY. 


ee ae 


THE (avai mnt 
TRUTH . 
IS... 


IM THE 
ONE WHO 
HAS KILLED 
SOMEONE. 


TO THINK 
THAT YUICHI 
Meee. KATAGIRI | bel 
PREPOS- BAS C7UBEe = KNEW 
\ Tenous a THE. CEATHS SOMETHING |= 
HE'S A . Of THREE: HAPPENED TO | 


MONSTER. 


FEOPLE HIM IN THE E == 


DIDN'T T TELL 
You THAT THE 
THIRD GAME 
7‘ WouLD BE TOUGH 
AND PAINFUL? 
You’LL HAVE 4 sea healt 
WERT: SMALL ARE STUPID 
CHANCE OF YuICHI-KUN, 
CLEARING IT IF WHY WouLD 
You PLAY IT BY You PLAY 
YOURSELF. THE THIRD 
GAME BY 
YOURSELF? 
You MIGHT 
HAVE TRIED TO 
BE A HERO BY 
SACRIFICING 
YOURSELF 
LIKE THIS, BUT 
You’LL Soon 
REGRET IT. 9 


ARE YOU SURE 
(TS ME WHO’ 
REGRET PLAYING 

THE GAME BY 

MYSELFZ 


AFTER FOR ME, 
ALL, FRIENDS ARE 
DON'T NOTHING BUT 
V THEM —_LIMITERS. 
IN SHORT, a THAT ALLOW 
T’/LL MEAN MY TRUE METOLIVEA 
BUSINESS NATURE. DECENT LIFE. 
EVERY 
STEP OF 
THE WAY. 


HOWEVER, 
I WON'T 
HAVE THOSE 
LIMITERS IN THE < 
NEXT GAME S 
ANYMORE. . 


IM GOING | 
TO CRUSH 
YOU ALL IN 
THE THIRD 
GAME... | 


SYM GOING To 
CRUSH YOU AW 


HEH HEH HEH 
HEH HEH HEH... 
HOW SCARY. 


Iv’5 
BECAUSE 
You’RE 
MAKING 
SUCH A 
SCARY 
FACE... 


YUICHI IS A 

MURDERER? 

IS ATOKE, | 
RIGHT..2 | 


eu BUT HE 


Deane RECEIVED DIVINE 
CALLING HIM PUNISHMENT, SO = 
A MURDERER HIS STATEMENT ~ = 
MUST HAVE = 
1S ABIT TOO i 


BEENTRUE. jt 


MUCH 


HEY, HEY. NS I’M SURE IT WAS 
IT SEEMS \ AN ACCIDENT. HE 
THAT You’RE DIDN'T MEAN TO. 
KILL THEM, BUT 
Bs Eta UNFORTUNATELY, 
HARD Te Vs SOMETHING 
TORN THIS HAPPENED AND. 
EVENT INTO. 
SOMETHING 
POSITIVE... 
ACCIDENT...2 
WHAT KIND OF 
AN ACCIDENT — | 
COULD LET KIDS 
COTE LiKEUs KILL = 
IT WAS AN PEOPLE IN THE 
‘ ACCIDENT, HE FIRST PLACE...? 
\ WOULDN'T HAVE 
\ RECEIVED HIS 
PUNISHMENT 
5° QUICKLY. 
| THE GobS 
| HAVE VOTED YUICHI... 
| YUICHI. 
A bys | THAT was 
A YUICHI T KNOW | 
WOULD NEVER 
DO SUCH A 
THING...!! 


fe 


IT 
WASN'T AN 
ACCIDENT. 


YVICHI—- 
KUN 15 4 

GENUINE 
MURDERER. 


DOESN’T 
THAT MAKE 


HIM...A COLD- 
BLOODED 
MURDERER...? 


\ 1 SS 
yf \ 
Na 
Af 4) 
AK Cy) aor 
CW) aet any 
~~ “Jcroser!! 
LE ae 
| fF 
yf | 
a NY 
| \ 
ee . 
a 
UK \\\ 
\ di] ik 
ory. Sees 
<4] )\ Lean 
LAA, evan 
Ss . I-T/M 
X SORRY, 
YUICHL... 
\/ 
Nyaensie 
fe 
— 
Ag reat 
4} 
iH 


WHY DO 
YOU GO TO 
SCHOOL AS 
IF NOTHING 


AND 
LAUGH LIKE) 
NORMAL 
PEOPLE. | 


JUST THINKING 
THAT THERE 
HAS BEEN A 
MURDERER 
AMONG US. 


--- MAKES 
ME FEEL 
SO SICK. 
IT’S DIS- 
GUSTING. 


STOP IT, 
SHIBE. 


EVERYONE 
HAS THEIR OWN 
REASONS. THINGS 
THAT THEY CAN‘T 

TELL OTHERS 
ABOLIT. 


put you're | 
ONLY WEALTHY |) 

Because |’ 
YOUR FATHER: 


\ 
\ 
), 


; 

\ 

| 
\ 

i YOU'RE 


| THE SON \ 
| OFA 
| cRUMINAL! 


- \ IN RT 
1S WICKED! Ls \ UKE yOu 


SOMEONE 
WHO HAS 
NEVER LIVED 


XG WOULD NEVER 
ja) UNDERSTAND! 


S-STOP IT, 
YOU TWO! 


YOU'RE A 
TRAITOR 
YOUR 
WORDS 
CAN'T 


CONVINCE 


ME! 


| 


NK 


ITS LIKE | 
YOU'RE 
MAKING AN 
EXCUSE 
| FoR YouR- 

| SELF. 


WH- 
WHAT 


SAY?! 


DID YOU | 


THERE 
ARE THINGS 
YOU SHOULD 
) SAY AND 

| THINGS You 

SHOULON’T 

' SAY, YOU 
KNOW! 


Hf yuri say) 
SOMETHING | 


ALREADY! | 


\ 


Pa 


! | I-1/VE HAD 
) ENOUGH... SPOKE my | 
ht WANNA GO || |) MIND LIKE YOU | 
HOME... |||/x! ALWAYS Do! 


US THE TRUTH 
YOURSELF! 


WELL, T 
KNEW THIS. 
WOULD 
HAPPEN 


IVE HAD 
ENOUGH. 


IF 


YOWRE 
JUST 
GOING TO 
I... COMPLAIN 
|] DON’T NEED ABOUT 
FRIENDS ME, 


ANYMORE. 


HEY, 
ror THe MANABU 
| THIRD Game, 
I JUST NEED 
TO JUMP OFF 
FROM HERE, 
RIGHT? 
THE TRUTH 
1S, I DON’T 
WANT MY DEBT 
TO INCREASE 
ANYMORE, SO 
IT'S ACTUALLY 
GOOD THAT I / BUT 
CAN PROCEED YuICHI 
ALONE WITHOUT | ARE You 
ANY BURDEN. | ReaLLy 
, GOING To 
SAID THAT Phoches 
AT FIRST, é ALONE 
FoR YouR 
FRIENDS! 
SAKE? 


TO BE CLEAR, 
YUICHI, IS ea “BELIEVING IN 
FRIENDSHIP , K 


ONE’S FRIENDS” 
REALLY |S JUST A PAIN IN 
SOMETHING THE ASS NOW. 
THAT YOU 
COULD Just 
BRUSH ASIDE | 
LIKE THAT? 


ONCE UPON \ 
ATIME, te Sp 

SOMEONE 

TOLD ME... 


() THAT 
| |) THERE WAS 
1) SOMETHING 


MORE : 
| IMPORTANT | 
| THAN MONEY 
IN THS 

WORLD... 


| 
- BECAUSE 
I LOVED THAT 
| PERSON. 


[s TO BE HONEST, | 
» ISTILL CAN'T | 
: UNDERSTAND 
WHY FRIENDS 
ARE THAT 


UAPORTANT... 


.-BUT I 
DEcIDED To | 
TREASURE 

THOSE 
WORDS... 


\ 
me \ 
I’D RATHER 
BE ALONE q 
THAN HAVE TO i 
Ca om) ) | 
THIS CRAP. | peneney | y Ay 
ANY LIMIT | \ Aq 
| ALREADY. f\ ing 
] fil / 
y \ 
i} 
\ fai 
<Q 
aan i 
i” \\S(/) | HEY, 
{ GUYS. ARE 
You OKAY 
Srrerrss WITH THIS? 
U -KU 
GAME 15 IVE SAID 12 ee 
SUPER THIS AGAIN S00N, You 
TOUGH AND AND AGAIN! KNow2 
PAINFUL... . 
< 
| 
i X 
. me 


WHY DON’T You 
SAY SOMETHING \ / 
To YUICHI-KUN, } j | 

WHo’S ABouT / \ 
To FACE SUCH A \ \ 
A CHALLENGE? / 


ATS LIKE 
HELL \TSELF! 
IF HE PLAYS BY 
HIMSELF, HE‘LL 
NEVER BE ABLE 
To CLEAR IT. 


TOO BAD. 
THEY CAN'T 
BE FRIENDS 

WITH A 
MURDERER, 
AFTER ALL. 


IF You/RE 
STILL 
PROUD oF 
CALLING 
HIM youR 
“FRIEND,” 
THAT 15. 


} NAH... I 
| ACTUALLY 

FEEL 
RELIEVED. 


GROUP C 
SECOND GAME, 
BACKBITING SUGOROKU 


CLEAR 


PRIZE 2 MILLION YEN ACQUIRED 


(HOWEVER, THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF 1.8 MILLION YEN DEBT 
IN THIS GAME WILL BE TRANSFERRED TO YUICHI KATAGIRI 
AS A PUNISHMENT FOR CROSSING THE FINISH LINE) 


i : \ 


\ ‘ 


= | WATT A = 
— ; MINUTE! | 


A 
s . - 
\ ee 
\Z 
wT CAN'T LET 
YUICHI GO BY 


HIMSELF! 


THAT 
STATEMENT 
WAS VALID 
BECAUSE I SAID 
THAT I HAD 
FEELINGS FOR 
SHIHO-CHAN, 
RIGHT? 


HUH? 
WHAT? 
WHAT'S. 
THAT 
SUPPOSED 
TO MEAN2 


THIRD ROUND, 
THERE WAS A 
BACKBITING 
ENTRY, 
SAYING THAT 
SHIHO-CHAN 
WAS DATING 
TENJI IN THE 
PAST, RIGHT? 


THAT WAS 
A LIE. I'VE 
NEVER HAD 
THAT KIND 
OF FEELING 
TOWARD 
SHIHO- 
CHAN! 


WHAAAT2! 
WHY 
ARE You 
SAYING 
THIS 
Nowz 


MANABU- 
SENSE!, THE 
TRUTH IS, 5 
LIED DURING 
THE GAME, 
TOO... 


SO PLEASE 
GIVE ME 
THE DIVINE 
PUNISHMENT 
AS WELL 


THE REASON 
I WANTED 
TO DESTROY 
EVERYONE'S 
FRIENDSHIP WAS 
BECAUSE I 
WANTED TO KEEP 
SOMEONE'S 
HEART ALL TO 
MYSELF. 


Wy THE PERSON 
——W I TRULY LIKE 
‘| (S YUICHI! 


WHAT? Ri f ~ 


W-WAIT, 


WAIT! DON’T 
pi aoe on Ble Ss ga 
al 1H so i IM, 
* THAT STORY enero oF HE'S. 80 POPULAR 
Se nER ee DESPERATION THIS, HE'D NEVER 
j WANTED 1S alt TURN TO NE 
| CROSS THE : ‘ 
FINISH LINE 
TOGETHER, 
| RIGHT?! 


NEED TO | 
PROVE \T, 
RIGHT? 


THIS 1S MY 

FIRST, SOT HUH? 
DON'T KNOW FIRST HEY, YUICHI 
HOW TO DO WHAT? IS THIS YOUR 


IT PROPERLY. FIRST? 


AT ANY RATE, 
T/LL TAKE OFF 
MY GLASSES, 


I FEEL LIKE 
I CAN FINALLY 
FIGHT THE REAL 
DARKNESS OF 
THE FRIENDS 
GAME. 


THEY’VE 
APPROVED! Go 
AHEAD. You 
CAN DO THE 
THIRD GAME | 


TOGETHER! \ 
r~ 
aN / 


\ 


Ze NUCH 


{ \ 
TENDU/ 


ONCE AGAIN, GROUP C 
SECOND GAME, 
BACKBITING SUGOROKU 


CLEAR 


PRIZE 2 MILLION YEN ACQUIRED 


(HOWEVER, A DEBT OF 900,000 YEN WILL 
BE TRANSFERRED TO BOTH YUICHI KATAGIRI 
AND TENdI MIKASA AS A PUNISHMENT FOR 
CROSSING THE FINISH LINE) 


I WONDER, 
I THINK HE’S 
GOT HIS OWN 

PURPOSE. 


WH-WHAT A 
PLOT TWIST, 
DON’T YOU 
THINK? 


TENJI 
MIKASA... 
HE MUST 
HAVE HAD 


PROBLEMS, 
TOO. 


T CAN'T HELP IT, 
| OKAY? T HAVE 
| TO SURVIVE FOR 
TWO WEEKS ON 
JUST THIS MUCH 


YUICHI, ARE 
YOU COUNTING 
YOUR MONEY 


HOWEVER, 
THERE'S SOME- 
THING MORE 
IMPORTANT 
THAN MONEY IN 
THIS WORLD. 


WELL, MONEY, 
IS IMPORTANT 
INDEED. 


\ / 


“FRIENDS. | 4 
} Y 


| FRIENDS...? } 


WHAT'S 
THAT? 


fe \ 
\ \!t) HEY, 

| YUICHI 

| I'VE TOLD yi Ly } | | CALLING 
YOU AGAIN Yh |} | AUNTY? | loucu/ 
AND AGAIN. j ih 


ae | hi 
| VW \ . 
TRY CALLING | / \ 
ME "MOM VM | | 
your | {| | 
MOTHER | | \ 
NOW. | 


THEY'LL YUICHI, WHEN 
ALSO STAY AND Wy YOU'RE WITH A 
SYMPATHIZE WITH | FRIEND, YOU'L 
YOU WHEN YOU'RE | | FEEL RELIEVED 
TROUBLED, SAD, DE Srey \ AND HAPPY. 
OR IN PAIN my 
\ é el 
a i 
rc 
\ | 
J x EVEN 
/ Z Nain { THOUGH 
I DON'T 
GIVE THEM 
/ DO — MONEY, .2 
AN YOU HAVE 
Z “FRIENDS,” > 
\ | MOM? — 


| FRIENDS WHO | 


WILL ALWAYS | 
| COMFORT ME | 
| EVEN AFTER MY 
| conpition | 
HAS WORSENED | 
LIKE THIS... 
/ 
DO YOU SEE HMM. 
EACH OTHER 
OFTEN? 
> 
L 
GOOD IDEA Case =< /; \\\ WELL, 
TNEEDTO 4 z ARAN \) EveRYONE 
INTRODUCE | Baal, \ | wer SY ||| Is Busy, so 
THE SON I'M 8 g yc | N l \ IT'S NOT 
PROUD OF p TOS: oe AN i OFTEN 
TOTEM jd CHAN AND 
ArreR ALL TAY 2) AYUMI-CHAN. \ 
; C —— SAID THAT 
é THEY'D 
Sos ww) COME AND. | 
Va VISIT ME THIS. | y 
\ WEDNESDAY. |~ 


OH, 
THAVE TO 
GO NOW. 


FRIENDS WHO 
WILL LAUGH 
TOGETHER 
WITH YOU. 


FRIENDS 
WHO'LL 
ACCEPT YOU 
FOR WHO 
YOU ARE 
REGARDLESS, 
OF YOUR 
PAST. 


a T'S OKAY. 


\; TIM sure 
) YOU'LL BE 
\ ABLE TO MAKE 

"FRIENDS" 

SOMEDAY. 


\ 
\ 


| IMIGHT HAVE | 

| COME UP WITH 
SOMETHING 
INTERESTING. 


a IT WASA 
DREAM... 


ARE YOU 
OKAY? 
YOU'RE 

SWEATING 
ALL OVER... 


YEAH, 

I WAS 
EXPECTING 

THAT... 


LIKE THE INSIDE 
OF A CAVE. 


WE 
TSA NEED To 
BOTTLE = PREPARE 
OF. FOR THE 
Pp THIRD GAME, 
Al S0 IN THE 
MEANTIME, 
you’LL HAVE 
tHerers TO TAY 
A BAG 
IN THE 
WA TMP CAVE. you ~____, Lo 
TER fr CAN SEE v 
” WHAT'S |_ 
\ INSIDE. [~ 


you’LL 
STAY IN 


THIS CAVE ine 4 


FOR THREE ee Ve. 


{MEANT WHEN |< 


. Y) NUICHI-KUNE IF | 

\ J You HAD PLAYED || 
™) THE THIRD GAME [~ 
| BY YOURSELF, | 
WE WoULDN’T 
HAVE GIVEN You |” 
THAT WATER. fl 


i 
Jf 3 THATS Not 
7 { | THE ONLY 
J | REASON. 
{ 


UNTIL THEN, 
ENJOY YOUR 
TIME ALONE, 


tuust 
DID THAT... 
BECAUSE 

I WANTED TO 

GO WITH YOU 

NO MATTER 


IT'S JUST WHAT, 


THAT SOME x 
THINGS yee 
HAPPENED ne 
THAT MADE iene 
ME WARY 4 
OF GIRLS. 


STRAIGHT, | 
BY THE 
way. 


O-OF 
COURSE. 
THAT WAS A 
MISUNDER- 
STANDING, 
RIGHT...? 


OBMI- 
OusLy. 


OH, WELL. 
LET’S NOT 
TALK ABOLIT 
THIS ANY- 
MORE. 


PLENTY OF | 
TIME. 


YUICHI, WILL 
YOU LISTEN TO 
MY STORY...? 


T FEEL LIKE T 

CAN TELL YOU 

EVERYTHING 
I KNOW. 


WHY DID 
wt An EVERIONE..2 
OLDER THAN en 
WHAT THEM...2 


HAPPENED 
DURING THAT 
YEAR...2 


| 
4 


F 


THE 
TRUTH 


1S, THIS 


If MY 


SECOND 


TIME 


PARTICI- 


PATING 
IN THE 
TOMO- 
DACHI 
GAME. 


THIS 86 

ISMY | 
SECOND 
TIME PAR- 
TICIPATING 
(N THE TO- 
MODACHI 
GAME. 


$-SECOND...? 


EVERYTHING | [= 
WAS SHIHO- | fy 
CHAN'S... I | f 
AB) MEAN, SHIHO 
‘© J} SAWARAGI’S 
— FAULT. 


~~ 


ear? L 


Wort Of an Life 0 


LISTEN TO 
ME, YUICHI. 
WHAT SHE 
TOOK FROM 
ME TWO 
YEARS 
AGO.. 


IF YOU 
DO, YOU'LL 
UNDERSTAND 
Why I'D 
PARTICIPATE 
IN THE 
TOMODACHI 
GAME 
AGAIN. 


THAT GIRL 
HAS ROBBED 
ME OF THE MOST 
IMPORTANT 
THING IN MY 
LIFE! 


IT ALL 
STARTED 
WHEN I WAS 
IN MIDDLE 


THEY WERE 
MY BEST 
FRIENDS 
AND RIVALS. 
WE ALWAYS 
COMPETED 
TO BE ON 
TOP 


WE DID 

g EVERYTHING 

TOGETHER, 

| | AND WHATEVER 
| WE DID ALWAYS 

WENT WELL. 


FOR A 
EXAMPLE, 


WE BECAME ( 
LEADERS OF C 
THE STUDENT 
COUNCIL 
AE SOON AE 
BEFORE WE ENTERED 
WE KNEW IT, ) MIDDLE SCHOOL 
EVERYONE WAS AND TURNED | 
CALLING US IT INTO AN i} 
THE SCHOOLS ORGANIZATION | 
STRONGEST. THE SCHOOL | 
PRINCIPAL 


COULDN'T MESS 
WITH IN JUST A 


FEW MONTHS. i) 


| 
| 
— wouver = 


AN = 
\ "4S LONG 
AS THE 
THREE OF 
| US ARE 
TOGETHER, 
| GUYS, WE CAN DO 
LET'S ANYTHING!” 
I REALLY 
| START A THOUGHT 
r BUSINESS | SO BACK 
TALKED TOGETHER THEN. 
ABOUT ~ (IN THE 
MY DREAM FUTURE! 
WITH THEM 


By THE 
OF 18...2 


T'VE BEEN 
SAVING SINCE 
TWAS LITTLE 
with AND T HAVE 
THIS AS A TOTAL OF 
EED MONEY, ONE MILLION 
LL INCREASE NOW, 

AND 


*About 10,000 USD. 


MORE 
IMPORTANTLY, 
ARE YOU SURE 


ABOUT THIS 
TENJI? DO YOU 
REALLY WANT 


TO SHARE THIS 


YOU FOOL 
I TOLD YOU r 
ABOUT THIS 


BECAUSE —| HUGE AMOUNT 
I WANTED. K ) OF MONEY 
TODOTHIS &, \ WITH Us? 


WITH YOU. 


\F 
THE THREE 


OF US ARE 
TOGETHER, 
Ne | THERE'S 
NOTHING 
WE'RE THE 
STRONGEST, 
AFTER ALL/! 


THAT’S WHAT 
I THOLGHT, 
BUT WHEN I 


BECAME A 
SOPHOMORE, 
f 
A NFOREIN, “soit 29.000 US, 
CAME IN AND 
WE WERE OUR FUNDS 
MIXED HERSELF AMAZING, HAD DOUBLED 
INTO OUR INDEED! TO 2 MILLION 
FRIENDSHIP NOTHING YEN* IN JUST 
SCARED US HALF A YEAR. 
AS LONG AS 
WE WERE 


TOGETHER! 


CHAN! T 
SEE. YOU'RE 


pcp GOOD 
Now nuts. MORNING, 
Bl TENJI-SAN 


FORGET 
ABOUT ME. 
YOU'RE 
AMAZING, 
TENJI-SAN. 


YOU 
7 BECAME THE 
PRESIDENT 
OF THE 
STUDENT 
J COUNCIL IN 
Your WA ' YOUR FIRST 
GREETING |“ A4\ YEAR, 
EARLIER WAS 


GREAT! 


HER NAME 
IS SHIHO 
SAWARAGI-SAN 
SHE'S MY. 
CHILDHOOD: 


“About 15,000 USD. 


AFTER THREE IT WAS 
iy MONTHS, WE _. JUST A 
i TENA FELL BELOW LS5 * NORMAL 
~~ 4 WELL, IT MILLION YEN*. GREETING, 
HAPPENS. S8Bur-FOR * 
Zz SOME REASON, 
A dw THE FUNDS 
\ MANAGEMENT 
eS WENT WRONG 
y AFTER THAT 
\ DAYS 
BuT | - 
LeT’'s | 
CHECK 
| hh THE DATA | 
‘A \ ALITTLE | 
“4 } | More | 
\ & cLosety, | 
so VY 


(S(T 
TRUE THAT 
YOU'RE GOING 
OUT WITH 
SAWARAGI- 


THAT'S SILLY. 
LET'S JUST 
FOCUS ON 
THIS IS THIS DATA, 
7 4 THE MOST 
\) /MPORTANT 
THING TO US 


RIGHT NOW. 


‘Tyg SILLY? 


rWaD SUSPECTED ‘ NUH-UH 
IT ALL ALONG, ‘BUT... 


COULD ITVBE THAT... 


7 2 
Wy 


TOLD THEM 
THE TRUTH 
RIGHT AWAY. OUR 
ENGAGEMENT 
WAS DEC! y 


IWAS 
DESPERATE.. 


THERE WAS 
NOTHING 


THEY 
BOTH 
FELL FOR 
I DIDN'T WANT TO LOSE pe 
OLR FRIENDSHIP OVER : 
SOMETHING LIKE THAT. 


AT ANY 


ASA RATE, 
RESULT, WE Twas 
MADE THREE WE ABLE TO 
MILLION YEN* STARTED CONVINCE 
BY THE TIME [te TO WORK THEM. 
WE GRADUATED |. TOGETHER 
FROM MIDDLE IN MANAGING 
SCHOOL, + OUR FUNDS 


AGAIN. 


“About 30,000 USD. 


BECAUSE 
SHIHO-CHAN 
I8N’T HERE! 

‘ 4 


ALL RIGHT. WE CAN 
+ FOCUS ON JUST 
OUR DREAM NOW. 


THEN, 
WE 
WENT 
TO THE 
SAME 
HIGH 
SCHOOL 


a FROM NOW ON, 
THAT é | WE'LL DIVIDE THE ae, 
SOUNDS fain}! THREE MILLION E \ 
FUN - YEN INTO THREE / | 
SS EQUAL PARTS HEY, /{ 
AND MANAGE } f [ 
ONE MILLION YEN Lev S MAKE i | 


INDIVIDUALLY. N A BET. 


iN 
V4 


ONCE WE'VE 

REACHED THE a / 
TARGET AMOUNT are 
OF 20 MILLION 

YEN*, THE PERSON 

WHO MADE THE 
MOST PROFIT WILL 

BECOME THE CEO 

OF THE COMPANY. 


“About 200,000 USD. 


ALSO, THAT 

PERSON HAS 
THE RIGHT TO T 
PROPOSE TO 
SAWARAGI-SAN/ 


WHY WHAT; 


|_—! sel poi ARE,THEY. — ARE,THEY. 
HA HALE BE SELFISH TALKING, TALKING, 
SHE TURNS peareepiet ABOUT "2, 

WE HAVEN'T . 
Us DOWN, aca 
THE STORY ze EVEN TOLD 
WILL-END | SHIHO-CHAN 
WiepEn ABOUT 


E 
THERE. THIS 


yi 


WHAT IS IT, 
TENJI? YOU 
DON'T HAVE 
ANY SPECIAL 
FEELINGS FOR 
SAWARAGI- 
SAN, RIGHT? 


I'M 
CONFIDENT, 
THOUGH 


IF YOU 
DON'T WANT 
TO DO THIS BET, 
WE WONT CARE 
ABOUT STARTING 
Z ae J UP A COMPANY, 

- EITHER...// 


I WAS 
KIDDING 


«COME TO 
NOTHING! \ 


I WON’T 
LET THIS 
DREAM... 


“About 100,000 USD. 


THIS IRONICALLY, TH-THAT'S 
$ GOOD. EVERYTHING AMAZING 
W JUST WENT SMOOTHLY [i YOU'VE 
NORE ITE AFTER WE HAD EARNED 

2 7 STARTED THAT MUCH 
THE BET. ALREADY? 


THE THREE OUR FLINPS HAD 


OF US ARE INCREASED SO 
TOGETHER, QUICKLY THAT, 
WE'L L BE IN A BLINK OF | 
FINE AN EYE, THE 


TOTAL AMOLINT 
HAD EXCEEDED 
THE 10 MILLION 


; EMME 1 336, 010 


ite, 
519, 105 
-p¥3 336, 010 


AND 
TAKEN 
TO THE 
TOMODACHI 
CAME 
VENUE. 


» ONE DAY 
Iwas 
KIDNAPPED 
ALL OFA 
SUDDEN. 


WE FOLIND 
OUT THAT ONE 


OF US WAS IN 
DEBT OF 10 
MILLION* YEN. 


AS LONG | 
i HEY, GUYS! | 


AS WE'RE 
TOGETHER, LET'S NOT 
THERE'S PARTICIPATE IN 
NOTHING WE THIS SUSPICIOUS | 
CAN'T DO, THING// 


RIGHT? 


O BE- 
LIEVE my | (= 
FRIENDS...| \ 


I WANTED )} 
TO BEL 
THAT 


WERE THE |— — ~ 
STRON- | 
GEST...! | 


( 
| TENTI— 
KUN 
] Lost. 
\ TOO BAD, 
hi GROUP B. 
THE GAME 
at i, en 1S OVER IN 
i THE THIRD 
ROUND. 
EVERYONE’S 
DEBT OF 20 
MILLION YEN 
| DURING THE 
GAME WILL 
- Now BE - 
| TRANSFERRED 
| TO HIM 
ALONE. 
v 


WE LOST... 


ay | THOSE 
é/ va) TWO HAD 
/ NO, THEY BETRAYED 


f MIGHT HAVE ME... 
ui PLANNED 
ote \)) P| 10.00 80 
{ FROM THE 
| Beeinnné... || 
| 


IN 


THE 


THE CASE Gl one romocsce 
OF A MINOR, SNOT TO.. a 4 Was OVER. 
WE'LL TAKE THs egaiy, | TWO DAYS a 
20 MILLION MATTER T ro Mt ¢ LATER, THEY 
YEN WORTH fi) VO EE a 

OF YOUR 


LIFE. 
vy 


ON TOP OF 
THAT, THOSE 
TWO GUYS, 
WHO HAD BEEN 
RELEASED A 


| 
| WERE GONE. 


LITTLE EARLIER, 


I WAS 
HOWEVER, 


5 THEY TOLD Twas THINKING... 
| EVERYONE THAT — pone EVEN IF WE 
DURING THOSE | DION’T TELL 
DAYS, WE TOOK A ANYONE ABOLIT 
SPECIAL CLASS IT, WE'D BEEN 
INSTEAQ GONE FOR 


DAYS. 


THAT'S 
AMAZING, . MIKASA- 
KUN, WHAT'S SOMEONE 
THE SPECIAL 
CLASS INFORMED 
ABOUT? THE POLICE 
ABOUT IT. 


BUT I 
COULDN'T 
CONTROL MY 
ANGER AND 
SUSPICION 
TOWARD 
THOSE TWO. 


WHAT 
DO YOU 
THINK HIS 
ANSWER 


THAT’S WHY 

I SHOULD'VE ', 
REMAINED 
QUIET AND 
BEHAVED 
MYSELF. 


STAKED 
OUT 
THEIR 
FORMER 
HOUSES 
AND KEPT 


| DID YOU USE 
OUR MONEY 
; FORE! 


1\\ 


| { 


THINK 


ls 1 SPENT 
Y | gion m\\ AW THE 
a \ / | MONEY ON 


“LA SiMDRDGI- 


SAN. 


Se ha : 
WHAT'S den 
THAT — 
Dy DID SUPPOSED I \| 
G-GIVE | | SHE HAVE TO MEAN?/ 
ME A 77\,\ ANYTHING I 
BREAK... | >| TODO 
IFISAY p= {WITH THIS 
ANOTHER “Yi casEey 
WORD H \ 


THEY'LL. 
GET RID OF 
| ME, TOO. 


) 
HIS EYES 


y L Py WERE FILLED 
WITH FEAR. 


IN FACT, 
I DID SOME 
PRETTY 
VIOLENT 
THINGS, BUT 
HE STILL 
WOULDN‘T 
CONFESS. 


IN SHORT, 
YOU THOUGHT 
THAT SAWARAGI 

MIGHT HAVE BEEN 
L 
AND YOU LOST aint He 
YOUR FRIENDS, 
SOMETHING 
IMPORTANT TO 
YOU, BECAUSE 
OF THAT? 


THIS 
|S WHEN 
I LOST 
THE MOST 
IMPORTANT 
THING IN MY 
LIFE... 


NO. MITIS 
NOT JUST 
might 


BESIDES, 
UM NOT 


DONE YET. 


T/M SURE 
SHE WAS 
INVOLVED. 


TENJI-SAN, 
LET'S WALK 
HOME 
TOGETHER. 


YOU 
THINK? 


SOMEONE 
SAID THAT THEY 
SAW YOU AND 
ONE OF THEM 

TOGETHER, 


TENJI 
SAN, YOU 
HAVEN'T 
LOOKED 

WELL 
LATELY. 


SIT 
BECAUSE 
YOU'VE LOST 
THEM? 


HEY, 
WHEN TENJI- 
WAS THE SAN. 
LAST TIME 
YOU MET 
UP WITH 
THEM? 


THERE ARE 
ALOT OF 


THINGS THAT 


I WANT TO 


TALK TO 


SHIHO-CHAN 


ABOUT. 


THAT 


SOMEONE ( 


WAS THE 
Most 
(MPORTANT 

THING. 


PERSON 
IN MY LIFE. 


/ / 


FRIENDS, 


I BROKE MY 
PROMISE WITH 
THE ADMIN- 
ISTRATORS 
AND TOLD 
SOMEONE 
EVERYTHING 
ABOUT IT. 


y / 


FSOM 
THING'S 
BOTHERING 
YOU, YOU 
CAN ALWAYS 
TALK TO 

ME, OK 


IF T SAY 
ANOTHER 
WORD, THEY'LL 
GET RID OF 
ME, TOO! 


SORRY, 

T REALLY 

| DON'T 
REMEMBER 


BUT 
I CAN'T 
POSSIBLY 
ASK HER! 


I PUT UP 

WITH THAT 
FEAR FOR 
A WHILE. 


T WANT 
;  YOUTO 
LISTEN TO 
MY STORY, | 
DAD. 


\ 


WHAT 
1S IT, 
| TENJI? > 


TO ME, 

WAS LIKE 

TEXTBOOK 
ITSELF 


ANSWER. 


Iwas 
SHOCKED 
WHEN I LOST 
MY FRIEND: 
m,| OF COURSE, 
BUT I STILL 


HAD MY THE MOST 
OVER, AND FATHER. IMPORTANT 
EMBASE th PERSON IN 


MY LIFE WAS | TENI’S FATHER, 
MY FATHER. | YUTAKA MIKASA 
| 


| 
LLIN | 
TELLING | 


ME THIS, HE WAS rt MY FATHER 
you've TENJI | NEITHER LISTENED 
ALWAYS | ANGR: NOR TOMY 
BEEN BRAVER ; SUSPICIOUS | SET 
- : Dy LIT MY QUIETLY. 
HAN ME. Day 20 MILLION 
YEN DEBTS. W 


{ 
K 


IT MUST 


HAVE BEEN 
PAINFUL 
FOR YOU 
JUST TO HANDLE 
LEAVE THE THIS ALONE, 
REST TO 


ME. 


IT WAS A 
GOOD IDEA 


BUT THAT TOsreLe 
DAY... AFTER a caTNee 
HE WENT OLT, BEQUE Ih 


HE NEVER CAME 
BACK HOME. 


HE ALWAYS apTER ALL. 
GAVE ME THE 

CORRECT 

ANSWER. 


BACK ALS 
THEN. |~ 


-. MY FATHER 
¢ WAS ALREADY | 


DEAD. 


sa 


| SIR, 
| WHAT'S THE | 
| MEANING OF 
| THIS2/ WHY | 
| DID MY 


| FATHER | 
Nu / ? 
We \ DIE 


I'M SORRY, 


TENJI-KUN pena 
I DON'T A ~ 
KNOW THE / \ 
THE CAUSE ‘ Z . 
Sy} OF HIS DEATH DETAILS YET. 
IS SUICIDE. 


HE'S NOT 
THE KIND 
OF PERSON 
WHO'D 
COMMIT 
\ SUICIDE, 
| \ THOUGH 
i > 


SHIHO’S FATHER, | | 
WATARU SAWARAGI f 


ees 
| ) d- 


J 
La. | 


HE SAID 
THAT HE 
WAS GOING 
TO YOUR 


.-BUT 


ANYWAY, I'LL GO i TENdI, THIS 

TO SAWARAGI'S v CASE COULD VERY 

HOUSE AND TALK “1 MUCH TURN INTO. 

TO SHIHO-CHAN f MS ABIG DEAL... 
DIRECTLY. Ve 


DON'T WORRY. 
IF SOMETHING 
HE'S HAPPENS, WATARU 
MY BEST WILL BE THERE, 
FRIEND. HELL TOO. 
PROTECT ME 
NO MATTER 
WHAT. 


Me I CAN'T 

\ TRUST 

= ANYONE 
ANYMORE. 


y 


AND THE TRUTH 

FORCE, IT'S NOT 18, I WANT 

FIN. THEM \ GOING TO TO VENT MY 
DID, THEY, TO TELL (|| BE EASY ANGER TO 
MIGHT GET ME THE Y/ | FORYOU, THIS GUY 
RID OF ME, TRUTH... Uv BUT YOU AND SHIHO 
TOO. ae CAN TALK SAWARAGI... 


TO ME 
ANYTIME. 


~ GUST LIKE 
THEY GOT 
-RID.OF DAD. 


_ BUT ITS THE ONLY THING 


DANGEROUS I CAN SAY FOR 
FOR ME TO SURE I$ THAT 
ASK HER THAT. SHIHO SAWARAGI 


DIRECTLY. ISYATATHE HEART 
OFATHIS CASE.. 


a 
IN THAT CASE; 
I HAVE TO 
INVESTIGATE 
HER WITHOUT 
HER KNOWING... 


AFTER THAT, 
I ENROLLED 
MYSELF IN 
THE SAME 
SCHOOL AS 
SHIHO-CHAN... 


-- AND BEGAN 
TO STALK HER. 


ce! 


IGOTA 


MESSAGE aires 
iRereiphani DO THAT 
UNKNOWN ANYMORE. 


SENDER 


I WAS 
BUSTED, NOT 
BY HER... 


BUT BY 
SOME- 
THING 

SURROLIND- 

ING HER. | 


THAT'S 
| WHEN T 
| DECIDED 
| ITwAs 
TIME TO 
SINK OR 
Swim. 


IF I STOP. \ 
NOW, THE I GOT | 
TRUTH WILL FLUSTERED. | 
REMAIN IN SHOULD ISTOP | 
DARKNESS INVESTIGATING | 


HER...? } 


FOREVER...!! 


VD 
' PARTICIPATE | 
(N THE 
TOMODACHI 
GAME WITH 
SHIHO 
AND DURING SAWARAGI... 
DRIVE HER INTO 
A SITUATION 
WHERE SHE 
HAD TO REVEAL 
HER FAULTS. 


y y |S THAT 
AK om : REAGON WY 

T 4 i “y : ’ us 

HE ONE WHO : . 3 YOU APPLIED TO 
MADE YOUR bs 

PARTICIPATE IN 

PLANS COME THIS GAME...2 
TO NOTHING, 7 


YOU TOLD ME \ 


ALL THIS OUT | 
OF THE BLLE. | 
ICANT Just | 
BELieve IT | 
RIGHT AWAY. 


‘oll SINCE 
THE GAME 


+ SHIHO- 
CHAN HAS 
TOLD ONE 
BIG LIE. 


THAT'S 
S25 RIGHT. IF 
“= YOUKNEW 77 
: WHAT IT 
WAS... 


YOWD  \ 
THINK THAT | 

SHIHO | 
SAWARAGI 
WAS THE 

REAL 
TRAITOR, 
TOO. 


yuror! 0 


| IS 10.8 
| MILLION* | — | 
YEN. A S83 


HERE'S 
THE 
HINT, OUR 
CURRENT 
| TOTAL 
| DEBT... 
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